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We won’t have to worry about flying out our poo for much longer. Click here to 
see the BBC article why.

On a related matter and for an argument against climate change and for 
human change, you should get hold of David Wallace-Wells’ book, from which 
I have included a brief excerpt for your reading pleasure below.   

‘It is worse, much worse, than you think. The slowness of climate change is a 
fairy tale, perhaps as pernicious as the one that says it isn’t happening at all, 
and comes to us bundled with several others in an anthology of comforting 
delusions: that global warming is an Arctic saga, unfolding remotely; that it is 
strictly a matter of sea level and coastlines, not an enveloping crisis 
sparing no place and leaving no life undeformed; that it is a crisis of the 
“natural” world, not the human one; that those two are distinct, and that we 
live today somehow outside or beyond or at the very least defended against 
nature, not inescapably within and literally overwhelmed by it; that wealth can 
be a shield against the ravages of warming; that the burning of fossil fuels is 
the price of continued economic growth; that growth, and the technology it 
produces, will allow us to engineer our way out of environmental disaster; that 
there is any analogue to the scale or scope of this threat, in the long span of 
human history, that might give us confidence in staring it down. None of this is 
true. But let’s begin with the speed of change. The earth has experienced five 
mass extinctions before the one we are living through now, each so 
complete a wiping of the fossil record that it functioned as an evolutionary 
reset, the planet’s phylogenetic tree first expanding, then collapsing, at 
intervals, like a lung: 86 percent of all species dead, 450 million years ago; 70 
million years later, 75 percent; 125 million years later, 96 percent; 50 
million years later, 80 percent; 135 million years after that, 75 percent again. 
Unless you are a teenager, you probably read in your high school textbooks 
that these extinctions were the result of asteroids. In fact, all but the one that 
killed the dinosaurs involved climate change produced by greenhouse gas. 
                      The most notorious was 250 million years ago; it began when
                            carbon dioxide warmed the planet by five degrees Celsius, 
                                accelerated when that warming triggered the release of 
                                     methane, another greenhouse gas, and ended with all
                                         but a sliver of life on Earth dead. We are currently 
                                              adding carbon to the atmosphere at a 
                                                 considerably faster rate; by most estimates, at 
                                                      least ten times faster. The rate is one 
                                                            hundred times faster than at any point 
                                                               in human history before the beginning
                                                                  of industrialization.

And there is already, right now, fully a third more carbon in the atmosphere 
than at any point in the last 800,000 years - perhaps in as long as 15 
million years. There were no humans then. The oceans were more than a 
hundred feet higher.’ David Wallace-Wells, The Uninhabitable Earth: Life 
After Warming. 

But if you’re sick of reading about climate change and just want to bask 
walla in the delusion that it’s all a storm in a teacup, here is another BBC 
article that will amuse the skeptics.
 

‘All climate change is governed by uncertainty, mostly the uncertainty of 
human action - what action will be taken, and when, to avert or forestall the 
dramatic transformation of life on the planet that will unfold in the absence 
of dramatic intervention.’ David Wallace-Wells, The Uninhabitable Earth.

Any comments on what you like or don’t like send an email to
wellington@alpineclub.org. nz or tweet us @NZACWellington.

Simon

From the editor
This edition of Vertigo is the last for 2019. All the best to you all and your 
families over the silly season and best of luck up in the hills. Any questions 
or feedback about Vertigo, please let me know; and keep those trip reports 
coming to occasionalclimber@gmail.com.
 

Here is a dawn view east from Fanthams Peak on Mt Taranaki, to Mounts
Ruapehu, Ngauruhoe and Tongariro.

Peter
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Gear Hire
The Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, 
stakes, hammers, helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry 
level). Each item costs $5 per week with the exception of PLBs – PLBs are 
free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on return. To hire gear please fill 
in the form here. You can find out more from Carolyn.

Some advance notice, especially over the Chrismas period, is appreciated as 
gear is in higher demand and often needs to be retrieved from the gear store. 
To collect or return your gear liaise with Genevieve.

InReach for hire
           We suggest that all climbing parties carry a PLB as well as the
              InReach. If there is demand the section will purchase another one             
                 or two. The benefit of the InReach is that you can send and receive
                       text messages, receive weather forecasts, and send an SOS in
                       an emergency.

                       The InReach comes with 3 preset messages: 1. Delayed but 
                       everything is ok; 2. Starting our trip now; 3. This is where we 
                       are. Messages received from the InReach include a link that 
                       can be used to see the location. When hiring the InReach you 
need to provide an email address that will receive the messages and also 
advise if you’d like to adjust the preset messages.  

The InReach can be paired using bluetooth to a Smartphone which has the 
Earthmate app loaded. This makes it much easier to type in messages. We 
recommend that you take a powerpack to keep the device charged and also 
only turn the InReach on when you need to use it to save battery power.

There’s a $50 deposit for hiring the InReach and a hire charge of $20 / week-
end. Additional charges will be incurred if you request weather forecasts or 
use non-preset messaging. Contact Carolyn kaz1963@gmail.com to find out 
more.

Discounted PLBs
skippersmate.co.nz offers a 5% discount to all NZAC members for NZ 
purchases of PLBs. Two brands are on offer - KTI SA2G and McMurdo Fast 
Find 220 (not always in stock). To use the discount, the coupon code on the 
website is NZAC05 and the owner, Peter, asks you to send a copy of your 
membership card to peter@cooeebay.com

Section nights
All Section night talks are held at The Third Eye, Tuatara Brewery, level 2, 
30 Arthur Street, from 6pm. With prior arrangement, also a good place to 
collect or return hired climbing gear. If you would like to make a presentation 
at a future Section night, or have a suggestion about someone else to 
present, please let Peter know - occasionalclimber@gmail.com. 

  November Section night: Everest - A Modern Perspective
  Tues 19th Nov, Penny Webster, a traditional alpine style climber, shares
  her story of the one big commercial
  expedition to the top of Everest
  with NZ company Adventure 
  Consultants.

Section nights beyond November
There are no section nights in December or January because we’re too
busy climbing.

Tues 18th February 2019, climbing and pizzas at Hangdogs TBC.

Tues 24th March, Paul Maxim will present his recent climbing in the
European Alps, including Mont Blanc.

Tues 21st April, Barnaby’s excellent North American adventure TBC.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 
Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the 
Manawatu Tramping and Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always 
made to feel welcome and the lodge is well situated a short walk from the top 
of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely reasonable - $35 per 
year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your 
winter pursuits or rock-climbing over the summer months go to
www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about joining the club.
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Wellington launch
To be launched by John
Nankervis, with illustrated
talks by Johnny Mulheron
and Geoff Spearpoint. 
Wed 20 Nov 8.00 pm
Hutt Valley Tramping Club
rooms, Birch Street Reserve,
close to Waterloo Interchange
Lower Hutt.

NZAC 2020 Calendars now on sale
See more and place your order here

IMF confirms opening of 137 Himalayan peaks
Find out more here.

Taranaki Section climbing meet
28 Feb - 1 Mar 2020. To book your spot or for more
information email Taranaki Section Chair Phill Davies

New opening date for the Paparoa Track
Was end September, now 1 December. More here.

DOC hut price increases from 1 October 
Almer and Chancellor huts go up from $15 to $20 per adult.

More NZAC member discounts
Aspiring Safety have just joined our list of discount 
providers to NZAC members with 10% off and free shipping 
(on orders over $120). Please support this New Zealand 
made brand. Full details here. An online discount code is 
viewable to members when logged in. 
Other discounted providers to NZAC members here.

DoC Notice: Westland Update for November
The Westland Tai Poutini National Park Visitor Centre will 
remain at Winter season opening hours for the month of 
November – 0830-1700. The nightly radio weather sked with 
Pioneer, Almer, Centennial and Chancellor huts will be at 
1705 for the month of November.

This image - climbers descending Hochstetter Dome, late 
summer.  Photo: Iain Burgon
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When What and where
20 Nov Reel Rock 14

The Reel Rock Film Tour, one of climbing’s greatest
celebrations, is back with four new world premieres.
A few tickets still available for the second screening, 
6pm at Penthouse Cinema.
Don’t miss out, make your booking now

28 Nov - 1 Dec Payne’s Ford Sport Climbing
Trip leaders Stacey Wong and Margot Meuleman. 28 
Nov fly to Nelson, drive to Hangdog Camp, 29/30 Nov 
climb, 1 Dec climb then return to Wellington.
To register interest contact Stacey 
staceycolleena@gmail.com

Late Dec/early Jan Darrans meet, details to be advised

Late Jan/early Feb North Island Rock Climbing Meet
Tukino, details to be advised

29 May - 1 Jun Flock Hill bouldering
Trip leader Eric Duggan ericduggan@gmail.com

 
A note about the planned combined clubs ski touring meet 18-20 Oct
With only 2 attendees, there appears to be little interest in such an activity.
The committee is keen to provide more trips/meets but only if there is 
sufficient demand. Members may wish to give Keith feedback
keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
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All our planned South Island trips come with the added bonus that rental 
vehicle costs for Wellington Section members are covered by the Section.
If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would
like to register your interest or to find out more, email us at 
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.
Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee 
can help with advertising and logistics.

NZAC instruction courses
Click for more details   Ice Climbing    Ski Touring   High Alpine Skills

Click to find out 
more and make 

a booking

https://www.penthousecinema.co.nz/movie/reel-rock-film-tour/
mailto:staceycolleena@gmail.com
mailto:ericduggan@gmail.com
mailto:keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
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Blown To Bits
A post snowcraft trip to Mt Ruapehu, Simon Williamson

What do a bunch of international climbers do to escape the wind in Wellington?
They go climbing. 

The Spanish, Austrian, American, Australian, Kiwi, Samoan team joined the usual 
long weekend exodus leaving Wellington on Friday afternoon and spent the first few 
hours sitting in traffic. A stop at the supermarket for a couple of extra items and dinner 
in Bulls with the Mongrel Mob were the highlights of the trip until we made our way up 
the mountain to find we were still able to find room in the top carpark. 

Shouldering our packs and with head torches on, we headed up the hill to the NZAC 
lodge at Delta corner. Meri took the lead, plugging steps up the side of the ski field, 
eventually drifting off course. Carolyn got us back on track by climbing a steep slope 
up to the back of the TTC lodge where the scoured snowpack forced us to don our 
crampons. 

A bivvy-eye view from the snow bowl above Whakapapa.  Photo: Eric Duggan 

As we climbed higher on the ridge the force of the wind rose with 
us. Arriving at the lodge about 11:30pm we were welcomed by an 
extremely inebriated occupant who had managed to down two 
liters of cask wine and was barely able to stand. Harlen clearly 
had a few issues. His aggressive language made us 
uncomfortable to say the least. When he eventually fell onto his 
bunk the foul and abusive language went on for hours. 
Fortunately some of us had ear plugs. But his threats to kill people 
and the claim that he already had didn’t make for a great night’s 
sleep. 

Eric arrived about 04:00am for a few hours kip, followed by Tom 
around 09:00am, having been held up by the ski patrol who were 
out bombing. The wind was still intense. But rather than sit in the 
lodge with Harlen, we decided to pack and head up the mountain 
with the intention of spending a couple of nights in the crater. 

For the first 30min the wind was manageable. As we climbed 
higher, occasional gusts began to stop us in our tracks. Before we 
were able to reach the top of the ski field the gusts had 
become so strong and lasted so long that they were forcing us to 
hug the planet more than half the time. We eventually made it to 
about 20m below the crater rim. By now we were being blown off 
our feet. Moses had his bivvy bag ripped off his pack  - which he 
miraculously found on the way down - and Carolyn and Meri, 
being lighter, were finding it hard to make any forward progress. 

We needed a new plan. Maybe we could drop into the gully and 
move up under the shelter of the ridge. We made our way to the 
edge and could see two ski tourers battling their way up - they 
didn’t make it to the top. The scoured surfaces combined with the 
wind gusts and steep slope forced us back down the mountain. 
Even with the wind behind us, standing was a serious challenge. 
By the time we got low enough to drop into the gully we had 
decided to make a full retreat and find some shelter for lunch. 
Tom pulled out his skis and headed off home. The rest of us, 
Jurgen, Meri, Eric, Moses, Carolyn and I dropped into a bowl out 
of the wind and dug in for the night. 

Jurgen had forgotten his phone charger back at the lodge. He 
rustled up a posse to go get it. Harlen was already well into his 
second nights drinking session, entertaining an unlucky group of 
ski-tourers when they got there. Amongst the group was a 
previous Wellington section Ruapehu trip member affectionately 
known as Vomit Greg. Funny how those nicknames stick.
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Back at the camp, limited cell coverage allowed a check of the forecast. Gale 
force winds were predicted to continue and go around to the north. No rain or 
snow though. We eventually stopped climbing up the side of the bowl to bask 
in the last rays of sunshine and dove into our sleeping bags to keep warm. 
Gusts of wind continued to batter the tents while Erik and Moses burrowed 
deeper into their bivvy bags. We all stayed in bed until the sun finally hit our 
bivvy around 09:00am, bringing the temperature in the tent up to 24 degrees. 
One of the longest sleeps I’ve had in years.

The wind had eased a little as we packed up and headed out of the bowl. No 
one was motivated to climb back up to the rim. A good thing we didn’t as the 
wind went around to the north and regained its force. We meandered down, 
bumsliding our way through the skiers, to a lodge where we called in for 
lunch, before heading home a day early. In spite of not reaching our initial 
objective it was a great trip for a bunch of new friends. 

Right - setting up camp in the snow bowl at Poo Corner.
Below - battling to stay upright on the way up.  Photos: Moses Fruean
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In spite of not reaching our initial objective it was a great trip for a bunch of new 
friends. On the way back to Wellington we rendezvoused at a Thai restaurant 
in Levin. After such a good trip a beer was in order. Having a BYO licence, we 
picked up a couple of six packs and took them back to the restaurant. The 
corkage was $1.20 per glass. As we had gone out to get the beers after we 
had paid for the meal, we just left when finished. As we said our goodbyes 
outside, a young waiter appeared requesting payment for the corkage. We 
paid up, gave him the empties and parted company, vowing to plan another 
international trip as soon as we could.

This image - the NZAC Explorers Club in formation.  Photo: Eric Duggan
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9th Annual NZAC North Island Ski Touring Meet
By Joanna Divett

So…it’s skiing uphill?  Why would you do that? Ask most people when you 
try to explain your love of ski touring to them. Luckily, there is a small but 
growing group of people in New Zealand who completely understand why 
sweating and sliding your way up a mountain for hours is such a joy. 
A group of such likeminded crazies could be found tucked away on Mt 
Ruapehu’s wild side at the ninth annual NZAC North island ski touring 
meet on the weekend of the 5th and 6th October.

This year’s group of 37 newbies and veterans quickly became adventure 
buddies as they descended upon the small club ski field from Wellington, 
Auckland and Taupo in a well-oiled, carpooling machine slickly organised 
by Auckland NZAC member and king of logistics, Andrew Macintosh. 

Strong winds on Saturday saw some people skiing below the lodge and 
touring back up while a group of five joined the Avalanche Awareness 
course run by Auckland section member Magnus Hammarsal, which 
covered the basics of avalanche rescue using transceiver, shovel and 
probe and safe route selection. Others chose to take advantage of the bad 
weather and… a long nap. 

Right - Learning how to dig pits on the Avalanche course. Photo: Jo Munro

Below - On the way to the summit plateau. Photo: Aidy Sanders
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Saturday night was a Game of Thrones: Spring is Coming themed dress-up 
party and forgetting an outfit did not prevent Genevieve from improvising us-
ing bed sheet and crampons found in the lodge.  

The woes and winds of Saturday gave way to an absolute bluebird day on 
Sunday, which saw groups heading up the Mangatoetoenui or Whangaehu 
glaciers, towards the Clock Tower, up Pyramid, or Ringatoto peaks, and up 
to the Summit Plateau or the Crater lake, or any combination of the above. 
Sunday was the perfect day for trying out ski crampons, boot crampons and 
ice axes and those who didn’t have all the required gear could hire them from 
another Auckland section member Walter Smith.  

After a quick ski down at the end of Sunday, we said our farewells and made 
promises to meet again next year. 

Above - Nick Smith, Di Drayton, Fiona Macdonald, Andrew Macintosh and 
Aidy Sanders at the Crater Lake. Photo: Di Drayton

Right - Andrew Macintosh and Genevieve. Photo: Fiona Macdonald

Below - Nick Smith making his way across the summit plateau. 
Photo: Andrew Macintosh
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Powered by volunteers
We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section 
run smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. 
On the back page is our “Club on a page” summary. It gives an at a glance description of 
all the things we do, how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who 
might be interested in becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more 
about how you could get involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Outgoing Chair, course coordinator Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Treasurer Eva Duncan evaduncan@windowslive.com
Secretary, club liaison Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
Gear custodian Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Trip co-ordinator Stacey Wong staceycolleena@gmail.com
Section nights, Vertigo, Banff Peter Laurenson occasionalclimber@gmail.com
Banff Emma Hayward emmahayward@windowslive.com
Photo comp Guy Dubuis guy.dubuis@gmail.com
Social media Rosie Percival calicoanne@gmail.com
Reel Rock Naomi Seow naomiseow@gmail.com
Social media Derek Cheng derekcheng.nz@gmail.com
General Committee James Warren james.warren@outlook.co.nz
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
Twitter @NZACWellington
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