
DUE TO COVID 19 ALERT LEVELS 
THERE IS NO SECTION TALK FOR MAY.
UPDATES ON FUTURE TALKS WILL BE  
ADVISED EACH MONTH IN OUR NEWSLETTER 
AND ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE.

UPRISING
The Monthly Newsletter of the Canterbury Westland section of the New Zealand Alpine Club

MAY 2020

Contributions to the newsletter  
are more than welcome. Please send to 
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com  
by the 25th of each month. 
 
In this newsletter:
Club events & trips 
 - All on hold
 
Notices
- Level 3 Guidance 
- Club vacancies 
- Longbeach climbing meet article 
- Obituary 
- Arthur’s Pass Guidebook now on sale

Facebook page 
Remember to ‘Like’ our Facebook 
page to be kept up to date on Monthly 
meetings/Talks, Events, Trips, Courses 
and lots more.  
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-Cante
rburyWestland-176920578985933/ 

NZAC Covid-19 Advice Level 3 Guidance 
APRIL 20, 2020

The New Zealand government has announced today that the Covid-19 
Alert Level will move down to Level 3 from 28 April. In conjunction with that 
announcement, a reduction in restrictions around recreation during Level 3 have 
been flagged. Whilst this is positive news for the outdoor community may be 
possible during Level 3. 

NZAC discourages its members from engaging in any outdoor recreational 
activity that involves climbing or the use of climbing aids or equipment during 
Level 3. That is because NZAC does not consider that it is reasonable 
to undertake such activities while also complying with the key principles 
underpinning the likely Level 3 restrictions.  

The Government’s Covid-19 website guidance on recreation states: 
“The most important principle here is to stay safe (so that you do not 
need rescuing or medical care), and to stay physically distant from people 
outside of your bubble. You can do activities that are local, which you 
can do safely, and which do not involve interacting with other people, or 
equipment touched by other people.” 

NZAC encourages all of its members to make the most of any reduction in 
restrictions around outdoor recreation during Level 3 but not if that involves 
climbing or the use of climbing aids or equipment. That means that activities like 
rock climbing or bouldering are not possible under Level 3. If we all continue to 
play our part in reducing the incidence of Covid-19 in New Zealand, it won’t be 
long before we can all get out climbing. 

This position is supported by Queenstown Climbing Club and Wanaka Rock 
Climbing Club.

Hoki mai ki tō kainga, kia kaha, kia manaakitanga 
Return to your home, be strong, be kind 
Karen Leacock - General Manager

N E W S L E T T E R

IN BRIEF

PHOTO CREDIT – EMILIE DRINKWATER
CLIMBER – ANNA KEELING, IN UTAH 
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LONGBEACH

Article and Photo credit: Mallika and Barry, (Break the Resistance)

Organised by the NZAC
Canterbury/Westland and 
Southland sections, the  
Dunedin Climbing Meet  
takes place every year.  
This year it happened just 
before New Zealand went 
into lockdown the weekend 
of the 14 - 15 March 2020

D U N E D I N  C L I M B I N G  M E E T
1 4 – 1 5  m a r c h  2 0 2 0



THE DRIVE DOWN:  
6 hours is a long drive with people 
you don’t know. 

But meeting other climbers was 
the whole point of the Dunedin 
Climbing Meet – so when Clayton 
asked if we had room for two more 
in our car, we said yes. And it 

DUNEDIN CLIMBING MEET  MARCH 2020

turned out to be the start of a  
great adventure. 

The whole ride down, Grubbie kept 
us entertained with stories of his 
climbing escapades. He knew the 
way instinctively too – as night fell, 
he definitely saved us a few wrong 
turns! By the time we reached the  

Eager to squeeze in as much climbing 
over the weekend as we could, we got 
up early the following morning. The 
forecast was good, but we had to wait 
a bit for the rock to dry. Over breakfast, 
we saw a few more familiar faces, and 
reunited with our friends who’d driven 
down from Christchurch earlier the 
previous day.

Everyone split into groups afterwards, 
depending on where they wanted to 
climb. That’s the great thing about 
Long Beach – there’s something for 
everyone. 

Armed with a stack of printouts (we 
didn’t have the Dunedin book) we 
headed towards The Cave area for 
some sport climbing. From the Hall, it’s 
only a ten minute walk to the beach. As 
the track opened up and we caught a 
glimpse of it, we were all appropriately 
impressed, ‘ooh-ing’ and ‘aah-ing’ at 
the absurdly beautiful views.

Our warm-up climb (‘The Levellers’) 
was a deceptive line with jagged edges 
and sandy holds. Funnily enough, we 
were all cursing the beach by the time 
we made it to the top, wiping off a gritty 
mixture of chalk and sand. 

We stayed on that wall until lunch, 
then moved further right to the ‘Cave 
Centre.’ Everyone wanted to send 
‘Pamela Anderson’ (14) – an awesome 
‘juggy’ climb up and around an arete. 
Other highlights were ‘Sandy Daze’ 
(17) and ‘Purple Hayes’ (18) – Barry 
and a few others also projected 
‘Bowels of Mercy’ (20).

Long Beach Community Hall, it 
was close to eleven. We spilled 
out, massaging some very sore 
bottoms, ready for a nightcap.  
A unanimous decision was  
made to sleep in the Hall that 
night, instead of lumbering 
around with the tents and risk 
waking everyone. 

Day 1  
Climbing at The Cave



Clayton told us a new area was 
being bolted nearby and they were 
encouraging people to try the climbs. 

Pompeii was like another world; 
the air was cooler, the bush was 
denser – nothing like the exposed 
beach climbing we’d come from. As 
we approached, we saw fixed ropes 
strewn across the wall. The process 
of clearing a route and bolting it was 
a novelty for us, so we grabbed the 
camera and went exploring. That was 
how we got to meet the New Zealand 
‘masters of rock’  – Steve Carr, Murray 
Judge and John Hamilton – legends 
who’d established much of the Dunedin 
rock climbing scene. 

The climbs were so fresh, there hadn’t 
been enough traffic yet to ‘clean’ them. 
It made for some interesting climbing! 
Barry went up ‘Pyroclast’ (18). As he 
hesitated over a cruxy move at the 
bulge, a voice shouted “Stay low and 
match!” – saving him from peeling 
off the wall. It was Steve Carr, who 
had put up the route. A similar thing 
happened to our friend Ness, and from 
then on we joked Steve was “the man 
in the woods” with a sixth sense when 
it came to his climbs and timely  
one-liners. 

Day 1
Pompeii Area



A massive thanks to Clayton, Bridget 
and a few others for preparing an 
epic spread. The evening was spent 
eating, drinking, skittle-munching and 
getting to know everyone a little better. 
Grubbie had sent his project ‘Crime 
and Punishment’ (22) – indeed, it 
seemed the day had left most people 
with a deep sense of fulfillment. 

This was the 10th year the Canterbury/
Westland section had been to Dunedin 
and the 7th time they co-hosted 
it. All up we had 30 people attend 
from Canterbury, Southland, Otago, 
Queenstown and Oamaru. Special 
thanks goes to Peter O’Neill and the 
Southland section. $112 was raised for 
both the Southland and Canterbury/
Westland sections to go towards their 
local crag repairs.

Getting to know good people 



The next day, it was time to test our 
trad prowess. We’d only done the Trad 
course a month prior, so needed all the 
practice we could get. The club had 
brought a few spare trad racks which 
we greatly appreciated. We scoped 
out the easiest grade at ‘Pinnacle 
wall - Lower Sunnyside’ – which some 
guy (not part of the Meet) free soloed 
barefoot, just as we arrived. We were 
content placing gear though! 

All too soon it was time to head home. 
Where had the weekend gone?! 

There are so many climbs at Long 
Beach we didn’t even get a chance to 
touch. The Dunedin Climbing Meet was 
our last proper outdoor climbing trip 
before the lockdown and it made us 
appreciate the experience even more. 
Massive thanks to the Canterbury/
Westland and Southland sections for 
organising everything… we’ll definitely 
be back!

Day 2 - Trad is Rad  
(it just takes a while)

To join in at Longbeach next year, keep an eye out on events listed on our  
Facebook page (NZAC - Canterbury/Westland) and notices in future newsletters



REMEMBER, PLEASE MAKE THE RIGHT DECISION 
LANDOWNERS WILL NOT WANT YOU CALLING OR ON THEIR PROPERTY  

AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME
THIS IS A REMINDER FOR THE FUTURE

HUGH LOGAN CLIMBING A 60 METRE ROUTE ON  
THE DRAGONS TAIL. LINDSAY MAIN

CLUB VACANCIES: WE NEED YOU

DID YOU KNOW?

SECTION MEETING COORDINATOR 
Our section meeting coordinator arranges speakers and liaises 
with our venue host to organise monthly section meetings. 

Contact Jim Petersen if you want to know more or be 
involved in this vacant club roll.  
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

WE NEED YOU

Did you know? 

If you are intending to climb outdoors 
and the crag is on private land YOU 
MUST always ring the landowner first to 
state your intentions and get permission 
to do so.

It is continually bought to our attention 
that a lot of climbers are not doing this 
and this is putting our outdoor climbing 
in jeopardy.

Last weekend climbers visited Dragon 
Crags without permission, despite the 
farm being temporarily closed because 
of stock in the lower paddock. The 
farmer has extended the closure period, 
in an effort to make people take notice.

The routes at Dragon Crags contain 350 
bolt and hanger sets and 36 double-
bolt anchors, which is a significant 
investment on behalf of the climbing 
community by a small group of route 
developers. It is very annoying for us to 
have people behaving irresponsibly like 
this, when the website includes multiple 
warnings about the requirement for 
permission.

Apart from the hardware, we have 
spent a huge amount of time in cutting 
tracks and clearing gorse from climbs, 
with a relatively small amount of time 
actually spent climbing. In addition we 
have collaborated with the farmer over 
wilding pine control, both at the climbing 
area and elsewhere on the farm.

If people can’t comply with the 
permission requirements we will have to 
propose more draconian requirements 
to force compliance, which may result in 
some individuals being trespassed from 
the farm.

It is not hard to find the numbers for 
the landowners, these are all listed on 
https://climbnz.org.nz/ 

Plan your climbing ahead but if you 
cannot reach the landowner then DO 
NOT take that to mean you can climb 
there, go climb at another crag. The 
landowners do not mind you calling, 
they are very approachable but if this 
continues to happen the whole climbing 
community will lose out.

mailto:cw.chairperson%40gmail.com?subject=
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Arthur's Pass Guidebook 

The much anticipated 8th edition of the 
Arthur's Pass Guidebook is now for 
sale in the NZAC online shop!

This guide covers a large area, 
incorporating Arthur’s Pass National 
Park, Craigieburn Forest Park, and 
Korowai / Torlesse Tussocklands 
Park. It also extends beyond these 
boundaries to take in summits on 
nearby ranges, thereby complementing 
the Canterbury Westland Alps 
guidebook to the south-west. This 
edition contains all new routes 
documented since the 2012 edition, 
and coverage of all routes and 
mountains briefly described in earlier 
editions has now been expanded and 
more fully described.

This guide strives to get you to your 
chosen climb, provide just enough 
information to navigate the route 
successfully and find your way down, 
without providing ‘blow by blow’ 
accounts. Points of interest such as 
historical detail and cautions that need 
be heeded are provided.

Beautifully illustrated with hundreds of 
colour photos and route diagrams, and 
with clearly described access options 
for popular climbing locations, this is 
the essential guidebook for anyone 
planning a trip into this special area 
of New Zealand’s Southern Alps / Ka 
Tiritiri o te Moana.

All other products in the NZAC online 
shop are also now available. Please 
note, products will not be shipped 
until 28th April due to the current 
restrictions.

   ARTHUR’S PASS GUIDEBOOK IS NOW FOR SALE IN THE NZAC ONLINE SHOP!

THE NZAC ONLINE STORE CAN BE REACHED BY  
CLICKING ON THIS LINK 
  
HTTPS://ALPINECLUB.ORG.NZ/PRODUCT/
ARTHURS-PASS-8TH-2020/

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/arthurs-pass-8th-2020/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/arthurs-pass-8th-2020/


• PLANNING A TRIP OR CLUB EVENT???
• DO YOU HAVE A WRITE UP & PHOTO’S OF A TRIP WE CAN  

MAKE AN ARTICLE OF FOR OTHERS TO SEE?
• IS THERE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO SELL?
SEND IT TO US AND HAVE IT PUBLISHED IN THE MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAILING

SHANNON:  NZAC.CW.NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTERS IS 25TH OF THE MONTH

PLANNING A CLUB TRIP, EVENT OR HAVE SOMETHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE ADDED TO OUR NEWSLETTER? 
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BENEFITS FOR NZAC MEMBERS

Benefits for NZAC Members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. You maybe asked to present your active 
NZAC membership. To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit... 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/ 
 
To visit any of the retailers below, click on their logo.

Y M C A  A d v e n t u r e  C e n t r e

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/
https://www.bivouac.co.nz/
http://www.mapworld.co.nz/
https://dwights.co.nz/
https://www.outdoorestore.co.nz/
https://www.ymcachch.org.nz/fitness-and-climbing/adventurecentre/
https://www.helicopter.co.nz/
https://splitn2.com/
https://www.aspiring.co.nz/
https://nzsafetyblackwoods.co.nz/en/
https://mtoutdoors.co.nz/
https://www.glacierhelicopters.co.nz/
https://www.pottonandburton.co.nz/
https://bouldering.co.nz/
http://www.aircharterkaramea.com/
https://packraftingqueenstown.com/
https://www.monstermerinos.co.nz/
https://www.cactusoutdoor.co.nz/
https://www.outdooraction.co.nz/
https://gonativeworld.com/
https://www.ramset.com/
https://crosscountryrentals.co.nz/
https://www.macpac.co.nz/
https://thenorthface.co.nz/
https://www.outfittersstore.nz/


WEEKLY ACTIVITY OPTIONS

Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, 
alpine, rock climbing, cycling or otherwise, please contact 
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Midweek mountaineering: The midweek group are 
mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod 
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. 
Most of the trips are nottechnical climbing but scrambling 
at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or email pat@
slingshot.co.nz

Mid Week Rock Climbing: A new and exciting format 
from September (day light savings start) onwards. Instead 
of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to 
offer people a choice of two nights each week, which will vary 
depending on who is looking after the group. We believe this 
will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get out 
climbing. A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid 
week group;

• Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying  
 (if you don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to  
 the climbing co ordinator and they will try and have one  
 available)

• For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in  
 this so please ask if you are not sure

• Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are  
 available each week for the person in charge to use rather  
 than their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t  
 want to lead but top rope instead. 

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm 
onwards, outdoors during daylight savings hours, or indoors 
in winter, or if the weather is no good. We also welcome 
and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on 
a roster basis rather than relying on the same people every 
week having to look after the climbing group so please 
contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too difficult!)

If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing 
group already, we will email out at the start of the week with 
which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge 
and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group 
list, please email Clayton on:  
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  
or text on 027 4461562   
 
All welcome, including non members.

The NZAC Canterbury/Westland section  
is looking for volunteer trip leaders

A club trip is a great way to spend time with like minded 
people, share some adventures and give back to the outdoor 
community. Most trips involve moderate to intermediate 
mountaineering but they can include anything from tramping, 
rock climbing to mountaineering objectives. The trip leader 
is not a professional guide or instructor, as a trip leader you 
organise and lead the group only.

What is involved?

• Pick an objective and date

• Use this trip leader worksheet to plan your trip  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/

• Get in contact with the trip coordinator (see details below).  
 Your trip needs to be signed off to make sure all points are  
 ticked off. The trip coordinator can also help you with any  
 questions you have regarding the planning  

The trip gets advertised in the newsletter and/or to the   
Cant/Westland facebook page 
 Email: Shannon at nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

• You organise the participants and do pre–trip preparations
This list is a suggestion of day or overnight trips which could 
be both run during summer or winter. All these trips are 
achievable in a weekend. If you have another objective in 
mind just get in contact with the trip coordinator. Thanks for 
leading a trip for the club!

Volunteer trip coordinator email:  
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Some Ideas!  Mt Aiken,  Binser,  Avalanche Peak,  Mt 
Cloudsey,  Torlesse,  Avalanche-Bealey Traverse,  Castle Hill 
Peak,  Longfellow,  Avalanche Peak-Crow Valley,  Mt Oates,  
Murchison,  Temple-Phipps Traverse,  Mt Somers,   
Mt Guinevere,  Mt Rolleston,  Mt Philistine

WE NEED YOU
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  TRIP GUIDELINES

SECTION LIBRARY

Responsibilities of a Trip 
Organiser: 

• Trips should be fun for everyone.  
 Choose a mountain, peak, hill, 
 traverse, route, crag, or whatever 
 and get out there and meet some 
 keen club members!

• You cannot be responsible for 
 the safety of every member of 
 the group, but you should aim to 
 empower every group member 
 with enough knowledge to make 
 their own informed decisions about 
 the proposed trip both before, and 
 during the trip.

• Choose a realistic goal for the time 
 available and give prospective 
 group members an idea of the 
 amount of effort required.

• Set a group size limit based on your 
 experience, the goal, time available   
 and the groups individual fitness   
 and experience.

• Let the group know what skills & 
 equipment are needed when they 
 sign up.

• Provide the trip Participants with 
 a copy of the NZAC waiver form 
 and have them understand, sign 
 and return it to you in advance of 
 the trip.

• Organise travel arrangements 
 at the earliest opportunity and let 
 everyone know how much they 
 can expect to pay for transport 
 costs - petrol, wear & tear.

• Prepare detailed trip intentions 
 and leave them with at least one 
 responsible individual.

• If someone on the trip voices their 
 concern about a situation it is up 
 to you (with the help of the group) 
 to find a safe solution.

• Give priority to NZAC members

• Find someone on the trip to write 
 an interesting trip report for the 
 Section Newsletter and email it to: 
 nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com  

Responsibilities of a Trip 
Participant: 

• You are responsible for your own 
 safety. If you are uncomfortable 
 with any situation, let your trip  
 organiser know straight away.

• Be prepared to drive or contribute 
 to transport costs incurred 
 (petrol, wear & tear)

• Make sure you have a clear idea 
 of the trip’s goals and what will be 
 required of you. Obtain a relevant 
 map and know where you are 
 going, the terrain, what gear you 
 will need, and how to use it.

• If you discover that you cannot go 
 on the trip then let the Trip 
 organiser know as soon as possible 
 so that another person can take 
 your place.

• Read, understand and return the 
 signed copy of the NZAC waiver 
 form to the Trip Organiser.

An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you’re thinking of joining or organising a trip, 
here are some guidelines on what to expect. Check out the NZAC Trips page for resources to assist you 
with planning a section trip. https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/

Section Library: Did you know that 
the Section has its own library and that 
unlike the National Office library you can 
actually borrow the books in the Section 
library?

Every section meeting I will bring a 
good selection of the hundreds of book  
in the library along with the DVDs.

The contents of the C/W Section library 
can be found on line here: 
httpbit.ly/CWLibrary 
(There is a list of DVDs on the 
second tab of the spreadsheet). If you 
would like to borrow a book or DVD 
then please email me and we’ll sort 
something out.

Library policies: You must have 
a current NZAC membership card to 
borrow

• Books are generally to be returned   
 within 2 months, but new purchases   
 will be expected to be returned   
 within 1 month

• DVDs are expected to be returned   
 within 2 weeks
Returns:  Books/DVDs can be 

returned in one of 4 ways.

• Return at the next Section meeting

• Drop them off at National Office and   
 tell whomever you speak to that   
 they are for C/W library

• Drop them off at Boffa Miskell   
 office on the 1st floor in Lane Neave   
 building at 141 Cambridge Tce,   
 marked for “Yvonne”

• Email text/phone me to arrange   
 handover some other way 
 
Email: John Roper Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com  
or call/text 021 395 513

mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
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Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/

Section Library:  
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Chairperson:  
Jim Petersen 022 620 0619  cw.chairperson@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  
Paulina Woch paulinawoch@yahoo.com 
 
Events:  
Adam Humphries 027 200 4760  adam.b.humphries@gmail.com 
 
Accommodation & Committee Rep: 
Philip Tree  philiptree7@gmail.com 
 
Instruction Coordinator & Rock Climbing Coordinator: 
Clayton Garbes 027 446 1562   nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com 
 
Winter Gear Custodian: 
Francis Smith 0204 181 1105  fpsmith88@gmail.com 
 
Recreational Advocacy:  
Lindsay Main  Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz 
 
Trip Coordinators:  
Richard McGill  richard.mcgill@me.com 
Robert Gallagher robert.gallagher90@gmail.com 
 
Newsletters & Online Coordinator: 
Shannon Cook 021 809 088 nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer & Library: 
John Roper Lindsay 021 395 513  john@roperlindsay.com 
 
Arthur’s Pass Lodge: 
John Henson 027 471 4075  hensonj@xtra.co.nz 
 
Section Evenings: POSITION AVAILABLE 
Jim Petersen 022 620 0619  cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Crag Maintenance: 
Grant Piper 021 711 300  grant.piper66@gmail.com

CANTERBURY/WESTLAND SECTION OF THE NEW ZEALAND ALPINE CLUB

                                                                                           NZAC RECENTLY DECEASED MEMBERS

Jack Taylor 
Joined: 1/1/1951 
Section: Otago 
Member Type: Life member 
Member No: 1585/30665465 
Date of Birth: 19/10/1928 
Deceased: 20/4/2020 (Aged 91)
“It is with sadness my father Jack Taylor has passed away. He was active 
as a climber in the 50s and early 60s and was warden at both Unwin and 
Ball Hut. Later he was involved heavily in the Club and the journal. His 
passion was the mountains and he helped work on may huts. He was an 
educator, adventurer, lover of natural spaces, plants, music and travel.
May his soul fly free… he was such a good gentle man.”
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