
1 

Central Otago News 

Line 
 

 Newsletter of the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club - April 2020 (12) 

 

Autumn is here. The period of settled weather has brought some crisp clear chilly mornings, and some 
spectacular sunsets.   

As I have adjusted into life working from home, being here all day means when I get up and have a break I 
wander past my bookshelves. I must admit to mountaineering books being a slight obsession, so there are a 
few gracing my shelves.   About two weeks ago, I picked out “Mountain Prospect” by Scott Russell (Chatto & 
Windus, London, 1946). It caught my eye because I am not sure where I obtained it from, and I had not read 
it.  The dust cover gives an indication of its age, and it documents his life in which the mountains and hills 
were central to him as he adventured in New Zealand, the United Kingdom, Europe, the Arctic, and the 
Karakorum-Himalaya (this trip was led by Eric Shipton).  

He wrote it while he was a prisoner of war in a Japanese prison 
camp in Singapore during WWII. An Englishman who was a 
climber, an explorer, a botanist and who began his 
mountaineering apprenticeship in the early 1930s in New 
Zealand whilst an undergraduate student at Otago University. 
Russell joined the NZAC and on Christmas Day of 1931, went 
on his first trip - up the Rees Valley for the New Zealand Alpine 
Club summer climbing camp. These are still run today. 
Throughout the book, Russell makes specific reference to the 
New Zealand Alpine Club and its pivotal effect on his career. 

 “We who climbed in the early 1930’s were doubly lucky, lucky in the time (numerous unexplored hills and 

unclimbed peaks) as well as the scene of our climbing. We saw the lesser ranges of the Southern Alps as de 

Saussure saw Chamonix, as Slingsby saw Norway…  The scale was smaller but the essence of the experience 

was the same. It was a unique opportunity. In almost every other part of the world long and expensive journeys 

were necessary to reach untrodden mountains. But in New Zealand they lay close on our doorsteps. We could 

taste the thrill of exploration during short and inexpensive holidays. The peaks were there and we climbed 

them. Later years have shown the greatness of the gift we accepted as if it were our natural right.” 

“…it was only when I had myself climbed in Switzerland that I realised fully the value of my New Zealand 

apprenticeship. These New Zealand seasons taught me that reaching the summits of peaks is but a part of 

mountaineering – a small part at that. It is the misfortune of those who climb only in well-known regions that 

each amenity provided for them, be it a hotel…or a railway, narrows the field of their endeavor until only the 

final act of climbing remains. The mountaineer who wishes the fullest enjoyment must reject all artificial aids 

he reasonably can, know the mountains through his own experience, learn their moods, and make careful 

reconnaissance before he climbs. Much depends upon his manner of approach – especially in his first seasons.  

He must attune his mind as well as his body to that long rhythm which is the secret to mountain climbing.  By 

suitable exercise he can get his muscles into condition before reaching the mountains but the right mental 

outlook can only be developed among the hills. The slowest and most laborious approach may in the end be 

the most rewarding. I can now see that those sweltering days when unaccustomed shoulders ached beneath 

my pack had lasting value. They led me to appreciate climbing more fully than if I had reached the mountains 

without exertion. And I count myself lucky to have begun my mountaineering among the comparatively 

unknown New Zealand hills.” (pp 26-27). 

“…the New Zealand Alpine Club was formed in 1891 by a handful of enthusiasts. Since then the history of 

the club has been an epitome of the attitude of New Zealanders to their mountains.  
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The club fulfils a particularly important function in New Zealand because professional guides have contributed 

little to the development of the sport. In New Zealand this contrasts sharply with Switzerland. The amateur 

climber in Switzerland may never have employed guides, but he is none the less influenced by them. He 

observes their technique on the peaks and hears their opinions in the huts. If he is uncertain of his route he 

often watches guided parties, though he may pretend not to do so. This guidance, an important aid to safety, 

is (was) seldom available in New Zealand. 

By its training camps, at its meetings and through articles in its journal the New Zealand Alpine Club helps 

its younger members develop the necessary powers of judgement. This is the most important service that a 

climbing club can render.” (pp 35-36). 
 

“Climbing in New Zealand had been an expedition; here (in Switzerland) it was a holiday.” (p94) 

As NZAC Club President, Lindsay Smith wrote in his 30 March email to members: 

“Over the first few days of Covid-19 self-isolation as tides of pessimism have come and gone, I’ve found it 
reassuring to remember that while things may seem bleak for climbers today, the New Zealand Alpine Club 
has survived several of these world shattering events over its 130-year history. 
 

Since 1891, the New Zealand Alpine Club has been part of our members’ lives as they faced earlier pandemics, 
world wars, financial crises and now it’s our turn to show what we are made of. As Facebook memes keep 
reminding us, earlier generations worked hard to face the challenges of illness and war and all we are being 
asked to do is wash our hands and sit on the couch; I know it’s going to be difficult for individuals who are 
usually so active but I’m sure we can do that, and each play our part supporting the efforts of essential and 
front line workers.” 

As well as maintaining, or improving your personal fitness for the winter, also pull out those NZAC Journals, 
Climber magazines, guidebooks’ and maps off your shelves. We are so fortunate to have a wealth of 
information and world class Guidebooks available through the NZAC, and online, so start planning future 
trips, adventures and expeditions in New Zealand for this winter and beyond. Carpe diem! (seize the day). 
Registrations for our Section winter Beginner Snowcraft course will open towards the end of this month, 
with no payment required until nearer the course. 
 

A message from Karen Leacock (NZAC General Manager), in case you missed her email on 23rd March – 
National Office staff are working from home, doing what they can. All NZAC Huts are closed, all events 
cancelled, and online orders suspended from now until the level 4 sanctions are lifted.  Note – donations 
and downloadable products are still available online. 

 
There was a rumour that the Banff Mountain Film Festival World Tour has been put online. Incorrect. The 
Banff Centre has created an “at-home” screening of great short films which you and your bubble can watch 
while self-isolating https://www.banffcentre.ca/film-fest-at-home. This is not the 2020 World Tour and 
NZAC will be staying in contact with the Banff Centre and hopefully bring you the real thing later this year. 
Fingers crossed! 
 

Mountain Safety Council Alpine – “Peak of the Week” Competition on Facebook 
They will be posting images of three NZ peaks per week, it's your challenge to name them 
correctly. Go to: https://www.facebook.com/NZMSCAlpine to enter. 
One random prize winner at the end of each week will be selected from all correct answers 
entered by midnight on the day of the post. Open to NZ based respondents only. Prize is one 
NZAC Guidebook of your choice. Winners will receive their prize after the COVID-19 restrictions 
are lifted. We will announce winners the following Tuesday. #StayAtHomeNZ 

 

And if you need to be reminded how wonderful the Aotearoa New Zealand landscape is, check out this 
video of “New Zealand Total Isolation” - Landscapes time lapse by Primal Earth Images. 
https://vimeo.com/403418846?fbclid=IwAR2s-B-NRtzWRVluwcsXI1G41gox_gc2tXQ5clp5fXp1Mi-HFjtPJm8wEQ4 

Thanks to Bevan Percival for posting this on the NZAC Facebook page. Members have been posting 
numerous things on the NZAC Facebook page, well worth a look. 

 

https://www.banffcentre.ca/film-fest-at-home
https://www.facebook.com/NZMSCAlpine
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/stayathomenz?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://vimeo.com/403418846?fbclid=IwAR2s-B-NRtzWRVluwcsXI1G41gox_gc2tXQ5clp5fXp1Mi-HFjtPJm8wEQ4
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Central Otago Section 2020 – Calendar of Events 

 

“Postponed” - Dates to be confirmed for the event, once all Government sanctions are lifted. 
 

April - Buy and Sell evening – Date Postponed  

 Autumn Trip – Date Postponed 

 

May – Speaker – Jaz Morris - Date TBC – we are investigating running this through an online forum. Keep  

an eye on our Facebook page for details https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

BANFF Mountain Film Festival – Date Postponed  

 

June –  Full moon evening trip – 8th (note the new date)  

 Speaker – date TBC 

 New Zealand Mountain Film and Book Festival –28th-28th – Wanaka (being run in a new way this year) 

 

August – Ski tour trip 1st/2nd  

   Basic Snowcraft Course – 20th(evening) & 22nd/23rd  

   Remarkables Ice and Mixed Festival – 13th – 16th 

   Intermediate Snowcraft Course – 27th (evening) & 29th/30th 

 

September - Intermediate Snowcraft Course – 10th (evening) & 12th/13th  

            One-day Refresher workshops – snow anchors & glacial travel – 27th & 28th  

 

October – AGM & Speaker – (date TBC) 

      Spring trip (date TBC) 

 

To keep up with local goings on,  check out our Facebook Group – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central 
Otago Section - https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

 

TRIP REPORT  – Mt Aurum 

Over a tasty beverage and a pile of topo maps some time in February 2020, Nigel and I hatched a plan to 
lead the next NZAC trip to Mt Aurum, a 2245m high peak, accessed via Skippers Canyon road and Dynamo 
Track. This area is full of gold mining history and well known for the rugged, steep and sometimes mobile 
terrain.  
 
With a weekend of fine weather ahead of us, our party of 12; Nigel, Peter, David, Oli, Simon, Myrthe, Kate, 
Hilary, Pete, Rosie, El and myself, collectively hailing from Queenstown, Wanaka and Winton, set out into 
Skippers Canyon early on Saturday morning and started walking along the cool frosty track in the valley, with 
the tops above us basking in the morning sun.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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The trail crisscrosses’ Skippers Creek before branching left onto Dynamo Track and Skippers Creek Left 
Branch, before climbing out of the river course up to Dynamo Hut and the site of the first hydro-electric 
scheme in NZ. From here the ascent began through tussock slopes and once the trail rounded the corner 
onto Aurum Creek, we could see our objective at the head of the valley - the vast rocky south east face of 
Mt Aurum rising above us. It didn’t look too far away!  
 

After a lunch break in the sun at the tiny historic Archies Hut, it was 
‘make your own adventure’ time to navigate the tussock slopes and 
dry creek guts up towards the saddle between Mt Aurum summit 
and pt 1872, our intended camp site for the night. This section kept 
us honest as a somewhat relentless ascent, but we reached the 
saddle in good time and were rewarded with great views and 
enough energy to make for the summit after a quick cuppa and 
setting up the tents.  
 

With chamois peering down at us from above, we 
scrambled up to the summit to be greeted by 
incredible 360 degree views of the surrounding 
mountains - Double Cone far off to the south 
east, Mt Aspiring to the north and the mighty Mt 
Tutoko to the west. With some precarious phone 
balancing by Pete, we managed a summit group 
selfie and sitting there in the evening sun, we 
could have loitered a lot longer if it weren’t for 
rumbling stomachs and discussions of hot 
dinners.  

 
 

We were treated to a calm and mild night out with a stunner of a sunrise the next morning, watched from 
Pt. 1872 in the fresh morning breeze. We discussed the option of an alternate route down via Skippers Creek 
Right Branch and the Bullendale Track, which would mean dropping back down into the valley we ascended 
yesterday and finding a route up and over Southberg Spur, avoiding landslip areas on the other side. At the 

base of this climb, four of our party of 12 
decided to walk back out the way we had 
come the day before after assessing the 
steep descent that awaited us on the 
other side of Southberg Spur. Nigel has 
extensive knowledge of this area, so we 
trusted in him that we would be able to 
find a way down to the river and once we 
gained the ridge we had fantastic views 
both down into Bullendale and back up 
to Mt Aurum.  
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The descent was steep and exposed in places, with the inevitable fear of falling into a Spaniard or two, but 
it was well worth the effort for the alternate section of river that was ahead of us. After pausing at Bullendale 

Hut, we dropped down into the river once more. Scrambling 
over rocks and navigating the smooth water-worn sides of the 
canyon made for interesting walking and admiration for the 
miners who called this rugged landscape home during the gold 
rush era. Following the river all the way back to the confluence 
of each branch and the Dynamo Track, we saw a note written 
in the sand that the other party had passed by an hour and a 
half before us.  
 
 
 
 

 
From here on, it was a cruisy walk back to the cars along 
the sun-drenched valley. Arriving back to civilisation and 
the reality of the heightening Corona Virus crisis in the 
early evening, I don’t think any of us realised that this 
might be our last trip into the mountains for a while. At 
least it was a great one, with new friends and beautiful 
memories made.   
 
Scribe (trip report): Ronnie Baker     Photos courtesy of: Nigel, Pete and Ronnie. 

 

 

Messages from National Office 

 

 
 

Unfortunately 
due to the NZAC 
office closure as 
a result of the 
Covid-19 virus, 
we are having to 
delay the official 
launch date of 
our new Arthur's 
Pass Guidebook. 
Once restrictions 
are lifted we'll 
be sure to get 
the book on sale 
and out to 
everyone who 

has been anticipating the 8th edition! 
 

 
New Discount Providers 

 
For our members as FMC affiliates. 
Monster Merinos – 10% with details here:  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/monster-
merinos/ 

 
Outfitters - 10% discount with details here:  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/outfitters/ 
 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/monster-merinos/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/monster-merinos/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/outfitters/
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Secondhand Books for Sale – In mid-February there were 15 more donated books added to our Secondhand 
Books for Sale product. Please let members know the listing has been updated with some new titles, thanks. 
Note, not all of them are in the attached image but these are some of the new 
books. https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/secondhand-books-for-sale/ 
 

FOR SALE: Replica Hillary Ice Axe. #14 of a limited edition of 2003 full-size replica ice axes, based on the axe 
used by Sir Edmund Hillary on the 29 May 1953 during his ascent of Mount Everest. These were issued on 
the 50th anniversary in 2003 and were each personally autographed by Sir Edmund. The axe is in a secure 
timber presentation case with a Certificate of Authenticity personally signed by Dame Catherine Tizard, then 
Chairman of the Sir Edmund Hillary Trust, and a bronze plaque. Sold originally for $3,495, any reasonable 
offers would be considered. Contact John Blunt at jwb1515@gmail.com 
 

The Summit of Her Ambition: The Spirited Life of Marie Byles 1900-1979 

Anne McLeod’s biography of Marie Byles, "The Summit of Her Ambition: the spirited life of Marie Byles" is 

now available through https://www.bookdepository.com/The-Summit-of-Her-Ambition-Anne-

McLeod/9780646941417 

Marie was a renowned explorer/mountaineer of NZ Alps and organised an international expedition to 

Yunnan Province in south China in 1938 with members from NZ.  

  

Expedition Fund Committee Grants – Round One 
The Expedition Fund Committee are pleased to announce that the following grants have been approved: 
$1500 – New route and exploration of Ettiakup (Puncak Trikora), Papua Province, Indonesia: Liam Pyott and 
Cameron Jardell.  
$2000 – New routes on Mt Loki and Mt Frigga, Baffin Island, Canada: Petrouchka Steiner-Grierson, Owen Ta-
yuan Lee and Asher March (with non-member Maria Parkes). 
$1200 – First NZ (third overall) ascent of the North Face of Changabang, Garhwal Himalaya, India: Alastair 
McDowell and Steven Fortune (subject to permit) 
$600   – Solo first ascent of the full West Ridge of Tirsuli West (7035m), Garhwal Himalaya, India: Ben Dare 
(subject to permit)  
Full list of past grant recipients and more Fund information can be found on the Expedition Fund webpage 
 
Members might be interested to see this item shared with us from Ngā Taonga Sound and Vision on 

Shackleton’s departure of the British Antarctic Expedition from Lyttleton, NZ 1 Jan 1908 

https://ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=67048 

 
This was sent through from DOC and might be a great activity for some of the members’ kids stuck at home 

with the lockdown.https://braidedrivers.org/kids/ 

 

Central Otago Section Committee 2020 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Instruction Coordinator Bridg Janse 

Secretary Bill Malone Trips Coordinator Wendy Johnston 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff & heaps of other stuff Nigel Lloyd Heaps of other stuff Ash Weyman-Jones 

Events Yvonne Pflüger Fabienne Mareel 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Email contact: cosnzac@gmail.com   Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/product/secondhand-books-for-sale/
mailto:jwb1515@gmail.com
https://www.bookdepository.com/The-Summit-of-Her-Ambition-Anne-McLeod/9780646941417
https://www.bookdepository.com/The-Summit-of-Her-Ambition-Anne-McLeod/9780646941417
https://alpineclub.org.nz/expedition-fund/
https://ngataonga.org.nz/collections/catalogue/catalogue-item?record_id=67048
https://braidedrivers.org/kids/
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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Central Otago NZAC Member Discounts 
Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports The North Face 

 MT Outdoors 

Show your NZAC membership card to receive discount and support local retailers 

NZAC Member Discounts 
Remember these retailers support NZAC not only by offering discounts to members, but some companies, 

such as Cactus and Split’N2 donate annually to the NZAC’s Club Hut and Expedition Funds. 

 www.gonativeworld.com 

10% discount to NZAC members 
online 

Aspiring Safety 

10% discount to NZAC 
members – in-store and 
online 

 

Air Charter Karamea 

10% discount to NZAC members 

 

Packrafting Queenstown 

10% discount to NZAC members 

Cactus Outdoor 

10% discount in-store for NZAC 
members 

Split’N2.com 

10% discount online to NZAC 
members 

Outdoor E Store 

10% discount to NZAC members 

Climbing Equipment NZ 

25% off RRP for NZAC members 

Climbing Anchors 

12.5% discount in-store and online 
to NZAC members 

Outdoor Action 

15% discount in store and 
online to NZAC members 

Further Faster 

15% off total purchase to NZAC 
members 

Cross Country Rentals 

10% discount to NZAC members 

Peak Safety 

15% off courses and 
medical supplies for 
NZAC members 

Outfitters 

15% discount to NZAC members 

30% Macpac NZAC 
members; 15% non 
Macpac NZAC members 

Basecamp Adventures 
Queenstown 
Indoor climbing $22.00 NZAC 
Adult member 

30% off DOC Annual Backcountry Hut Pass 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

For a complete listing of current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club 
website. https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

http://www.gonativeworld.com/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/

