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Central Otago News 

Line 
 

 Newsletter of the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club - July 2020 (13) 

 

Now the country has moved into Level 1, there is finally an opportunity to gather and reconnect, catch-up 
and make winter plans. As I type this, many of you will be indulging in the New Zealand Mountain Film 
Festival in Wanaka, Queenstown or online. Great there is such a diverse program to satiate the armchair 
adventurer, outdoor enthusiast, or hard-core explorer.  

Speaking of Wanaka, “Beta over Beers” are resuming at Rhyme & 
Reason, on the last Tuesday of each month.  Mrythe is looking 
forward to seeing many of you there – to connect, catch-up and 
make trip plans. 

Due to COVID-19 there have been some significant impacts within 
NZAC. Staffing reductions and many of the NZAC National 
Instruction Programme courses were cancelled. We are running 
two Basic Snowcraft Courses, and these are already full, with 
waiting lists. Great to see so many people keen to upskill. 

For those who may have missed out remember, Central Otago is 
just one of eleven sections of the NZAC, so if you are seeking a 
Basic Snowcraft Course or other alpine courses, check out some of 
the other NZAC sections; Southland, Otago, Canterbury/Westland.  

Go to https://alpineclub.org.nz/regions/ to find out the section 
contact details and see what courses they have on offer this year. 

Afterall, we are part a national organisation who work together. 
 
If you cannot find a suitable course, then NZAC recommend contacting an NZMGA/IMFGA qualified 
independent guide, or a local guiding company, and joining one of their courses.  Our guiding companies 
have come to the party and offered some excellent discounts to NZAC members.  Have a look at the 
providers and discounts at this link - https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/  
 
Reflecting on what has an unprecedented several 
months, being a semi-remote island nation with a 
population of 5 million, does have some positives. 
Sometimes good things do come to those who 
wait.  
We have just been given the “green light” to 
proceed with presenting the Banff Mountain Film 
Festival World Tour for September/October, 
making us the first country in the world to do so!  
Work is underway for a local September screening. 
During Lockdown, if the Banff Centre online films 
whetted your appetite, keep an eye on our 
Facebook page for the screening details. This is the 
major fundraiser for the Club, and all profits go 
back into your Club, so we look forward to seeing you there.  
Gradually the ski areas are opening for the season, another decent snow fall very soon would be quite nice 
Remember to be kind, stay safe and shop local before your next winter adventure. 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/regions/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/
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Chairpersons Musings 

 
Well, since the last newsletter we have been in and out of lockdown and zipped down the COVID-19 Alert 
scale to the lofty 1!!  Let us hope the only way now is downwards and we all know what we need to do to 
do our bit to help that. Meanwhile, I hope everyone is well and managing the effects that this pandemic 
has had on you, your family, and friends.  Suffice to say, we are not there yet, but keeping an eye on those 
close to you is key right now. 
 
It is an incredibly sad day for any employer when they have to say goodbye to employees, let alone those 
who have been with you for years. I don’t envy the job of our General Manager, Karen, saying goodbye to 
Narina and Margaret. Both had been with the club for many years and worked tirelessly in the background 
at National Office to keep us all informed and up to date with what was going on.  All the very best to both 
of them in their new lives, post-Covid and post NZAC. Also, a big thanks to Francis who did a great job 
standing in for Ashlee for the last year.  
 
This shows the reality of where the club is and the difficult decisions that had to be made. But onwards and 
upwards, the club's been around forever (in most of our minds anyhow) and we are looking forward to 
helping with the rebuild of the club.  
 
Happy to say that now we are at Alert Level 1, and we now have a lot going on for the next few months.  
Check out the calendar of events below.  More details will come in our Facebook group. 

 
Rental Gear – excited to say we now have 5 sets of gear – 3 in Queenstown and 2 in Wanaka for rent for 
members, at very good prices.  Please see the poster below.  Please support this as much as you can – we 
don’t want to have this gear sitting around doing nothing! 

 
Secondhand Gear Buy and Sell Evening - time to give your gear cupboards a clean out!  We will be having 
our inaugural Buy and Sell evening late in July and you can bring anything alpine related to sell.   Keep an 
eye on Facebook for details. 

 
Non-Facebook users - as I write this, I acknowledge that a lot of our communication happens on 
Facebook.  For those who aren't on Facebook and don't have access to it via a housemate or partner, we 
get that.  If you are interested in a particular event, please email us on cosnzac@gmail.com and we'll do 
our best to send you the link to the info you need, when we have it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Level 1 - looking towards Rees Saddle – Bridg Janse 

mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
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Central Otago Section 2020 – Calendar of Events 

 
 
July – Trip Black Peak (Glenorchy) – 11th/12th – registration documents should be on our Facebook page 

this week. 

 Second hand gear - Buy and Sell evening – Date: to be confirmed 

Beta over Beers – 28th– Rhyme & Reason, Wanaka 7-9pm 

 
 

August – Ski tour trip 1st/2nd 

Basic Snowcraft Course – BSC1 – 6th (evening) & 8th/9th – COURSE FULL (you can be added to the wait list) 

Remarkables Ice and Mixed Festival – 13th – 16th 

Beta over Beers – 25th– Rhyme & Reason, Wanaka 7-9pm 

Basic Snowcraft Course – BSC2 – 27th (evening) & 29th/30th – COURSE FULL (you can be added to the wait list) 

 
 

September -  Snow camping 101 – 5th 

BANFF Mountain Film Festival – Date: to be confirmed  

Beta over Beers – 29th– Rhyme & Reason, Wanaka 7-9pm 

 
 
October - AGM & Speaker – (date TBC) 

Spring trip (date TBC) 

 

To keep up with local goings on,  check out our Facebook Group – New Zealand Alpine Club – Central 
Otago Section – https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

Mid – Winter Trip Full Moon Trip – Mt Dewar 

 

Just as darkness settled in, twenty-two people gathered at Skippers Junction. This was the Section's third 
Full Moon trip, and our first event post lockdown. Many that responded to our call had not been up Mt 
Dewar, including one person who had never ever walked on snow! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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Snow had fallen a few days earlier and it made for a perfect setting. Only minutes after we reached the 
summit, the moon, glowing orange rose over the ridge. A truly magical moment. We had each brought 
flasks with a hot drink, which we sipped and savoured over conversation with new and old friends. 

After a good catch up we slipped and slid our way back down the track. It was again, a very enjoyable start 
to winter and to celebrate the end of Lockdown Level 2.   Scribe: Beatrice      Photo: Phil 
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Trip Report - The Mystery of Clarke Slip and Mt Clarke - Philip Green 

 

You know how it is – Gifford’s Crack, The Waterfall Face – you’ve heard these names for ever and there is 

always a bit of trepidation before you go!  And Clarke Slip – you realise the higher up the slip you go the 

potential for the slip to release under heavy rain, best not to think about it too much! 

It was magnificent weather in mid-March and we decided to embrace the great conditions and opted for a 

3 day trip up to Mt Clarke, it can be done in 2 days, 

but the thought of savouring a high camp in the 

mountains for 2 nights was very appealing.  How 

lucky were we to get this in before the world 

suddenly changed! 

We managed to knock a few kms off the walk up 

the Dart Valley with the Forester easily crossing 

Muddy Creek to an obvious parking area near 

Arthurs Creek, it certainly wasn’t up to fording the 

Rees River or managing some of the soft sandy 

conditions further up. We could see why others 

have gotten their vehicles bogged there. 

The guidebooks generally give good descriptions, a 

12km walk up the Dart to The Slip and then up The 

Slip either on the true right or true left! We took 

the (Rees Dart) track on the way up and came 

down the true right of the Dart on the way back 

(with half a dozen easy river crossings).  It’s a long 

time since I’ve walked up the Dart – magnificent 

country with Mt Clarke and the Earnslaw glacier in 

your sights the whole time… 

The Slip becomes obvious as you enter a grassy 
clearing but not so obvious where to enter the slip. 

We started climbing the slip on the climbers right though some lovely open, mature forest. After a few 
hundred metres this becomes a mix of firm ribs of open scrub and bouldery slip debris.  It is steep going 
the whole way and eventually funnels you into a narrow notch, up to this point there is no obvious worn 
trail but after the notch a goat trail leads to the top of the slip.  Once at the top of the slip the faint trail 
continues through thick scrub with a few random cairns to help guide you. As the scrub is pretty thick it is 

well worth sticking to this trail which leads to open 
basins above, easier travel, and a selection of tarns 
to camp by.  All up it took 6 hours from our car to 
our camp, it felt much longer not having had a pack 
on my back for a while, however our reward was a 
delightful 
campsite at 
1430m. 
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The views from our camp were stunning as we looked out on Mt Clarke, the 

Osonzac Twins, Moira Peak and of course Mt Earnslaw and a clear view of our 

route to Mt Clarke the next day. None of the tarns looked like they had amazing 

water (mid-March) but we drank it and survived!! 

  We set off the next morning at daybreak with perfect weather, plenty of time to 
enjoy our climb to the summit, return to our camp, take photos, savour our luck 
and have an obligatory nap in the sun.  On the climb up there is an almost 
continuous rock band to negotiate, at around 1500m we found a small break to 
get through it. On our return we stayed higher and crossed near the true ridge 
and then followed the ridge back to our camp. Up higher the glacier was dry and 
open and so great to get our ice axe and crampons out, the terrain wasn’t steep 

at all apart from a tiny section near the summit (this could be avoided by approaching the summit from the 
western side).  
It took us about 3 ½ hrs to the summit where we lay around for a while, 

had an early lunch, tried 
identifying all the 
neighbouring and peaks and 
valleys, and took lots of 
photos. Another 3 hours 
saw us back at our camp and 
enjoying our second sunset. This is a great trip for someone 
with good navigational skills, experience with an ice axe and 
crampons but it is not overly technical.   
Thoroughly recommended!     Phil 

 

Messages from National Office 

Request for news and information – New edition of the Mt 
Aspiring/Tititea and the Otago Alpine Regions Guidebook 

We (Nick Shearer and Neil Sloan) are working on a new edition of the 
Mount Aspiring Region guidebook. This new edition will be expanded 
to include guides to the Forbes Ranges. The four major blocks of peaks 
we aim to comprehensively cover are: 
1. Humboldt Mountains – Barrier Range – Snowdrift Range - Bryneira 

Range - Waipara Range – Dart Glacier Peaks. 

2. Forbes Mountains – Richardson Mountains – Rees Valley head. 

3. Matukituki Valley Peaks 

4. Wilkin / Siberia peaks and peaks around to Haast Pass. 

If you have been in these areas and can provide updated information, we want to hear from you. If there 
are climbers out there looking for a challenge and wanting to explore less-visited alpine areas on a fact-
finding mission, we can help by providing a list of peaks that need revisiting. 
Some of the things we are looking for include: 

• High resolution colour photographs 

• information such as errors and omissions in the current (2016) edition 

• suggestions for improvements to the current edition 

• Changes to existing routes, access, and huts 

• New routes 
Please contact the authors directly: 
Nick Shearer nicholastshearer@gmail.com  Neil Sloan mckeesloan@gmail.com 
Phone 021 023 42436     Phone 027 338 5560 or 03 443 1041 

mailto:nicholastshearer@gmail.com
mailto:mckeesloan@gmail.com
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NZAC E-news June – President – Lindsay Smith – NZAC Rebuild Phase 

“As the government has signalled us entering the recovery phase for the country, so too it is for the 
Club.   The COVID crisis measures the Board announced last month have now largely been implemented 
and we are benefiting from the cost savings announced.   One part of this plan which we couldn't give 
much clarity about at the time was the changes in staffing in the office which were necessary as part of the 
Board’s major cost reduction package.   We are incredibly sad to let you know that we have lost two long-
time loyal staff, Margaret McMahon and Narina Sutherland, to redundancy.   We thank them for their 
many years of excellent service and wish them well for the future.   Ashlee Peeters who was on parental 
leave has now returned to work and Francis Charlesworth, who was on a fixed-term contract to cover her 
leave, has now also completed his contract and we thank him for his excellent work over the last 
year.   These dramatic changes mean that as members you may notice that the office is not operating with 
its normal speed and efficiency.  The remaining staff will be doing their best to cover the administrative 
work, but we do ask for your patience as they settle into their 'new normal'.” 

Canterbury/Westland – Club guided Trips 

The Canterbury/Westland Section has set up some guided trips, details of which were in their last 
newsletter and now condensed in the attached trip programme. Great opportunities to get back to the 
outdoors, have some fun, exercise and to enjoy the company of your like-minded fellow adventurers. 
Check out their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/
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Sustainable Summits – a post Covid19 view from the top 
Sustainable Summits global leaders speak out on World Environment Day! 
Although Sustainable Summits had to postpone Sustainable Summits 2020 in Kathmandu Valley, we are 
excited to share with you SUSTAINABLE SUMMITS 2020: A POST COVID19 VIEW FROM THE TOP, an online 
50 minute programme of powerful messages from some of the conferences’ inspirational leaders on the 
future mountain environment. https://youtu.be/tpjicCjLrHk 
 

 
 

The official 
launch date of 
our new Arthur's 
Pass Guidebook. 
Still to be 
confirmed! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Discount Providers 

 
For our members as FMC affiliates. 
Monster Merinos – 10% with details here:  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/monster-
merinos/ 

 
Outfitters - 10% discount with details here:  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/outfitters/ 
 

 
 
 
 

Central Otago Section Committee 2020 

Chairperson Wendy Johnston Instruction Coordinator Bridg Janse 

Secretary Bill Malone Trips Coordinator Wendy Johnston 

Treasurer Beatrice Diller Newsletter Bridg Janse 

Banff & heaps of other stuff Nigel Lloyd Heaps of other stuff Ash Weyman-Jones 

Events Yvonne Pflüger Fabienne Mareel 

Section Contact Information for the Central Otago Section of the New Zealand Alpine Club  

Email contact: cosnzac@gmail.com   Web: https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/ 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/tpjicCjLrHk
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/monster-merinos/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/monster-merinos/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/outfitters/
mailto:cosnzac@gmail.com
https://alpineclub.org.nz/region/central-otago/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/874257782646579/
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Central Otago NZAC Member Discounts 
Queenstown Stores Wanaka Stores 

Small Planet H & J Outdoors 

 

Outside Sports The North Face 

 MT Outdoors 

Show your NZAC membership card to receive discount and support local retailers 

NZAC Member Discounts 
Remember these retailers support NZAC not only by offering discounts to members, but some companies, 

such as Cactus and Split’N2 donate annually to the NZAC’s Club Hut and Expedition Funds. 

 www.gonativeworld.com 

10% discount to NZAC members 
online 

Aspiring Safety 

10% discount to NZAC 
members – in-store and 
online 

 

Air Charter Karamea 

10% discount to NZAC members 

 

Packrafting Queenstown 

10% discount to NZAC members 

Cactus Outdoor 

10% discount in-store for NZAC 
members 

Split’N2.com 

10% discount online to NZAC 
members 

Outdoor E Store 

10% discount to NZAC members 

Climbing Equipment NZ 

25% off RRP for NZAC members 

Climbing Anchors 

12.5% discount in-store and online 
to NZAC members 

Outdoor Action 

15% discount in store and 
online to NZAC members 

Further Faster 

15% off total purchase to NZAC 
members 

Cross Country Rentals 

10% discount to NZAC members 

Peak Safety 

15% off courses and 
medical supplies for 
NZAC members 

Outfitters 

15% discount to NZAC members 

30% Macpac NZAC 
members; 15% non 
Macpac NZAC members 

Basecamp Adventures 
Queenstown 
Indoor climbing $22.00 NZAC 
Adult member 

30% off DOC Annual Backcountry Hut Pass 

Twin Needles – 10% NZAC discount on 
outdoor clothing & equipment repairs  

Christchurch ph (03)3943444 

For a complete listing of current discounts available to NZAC members check out the NZ Alpine Club 
website. https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/ 

http://www.gonativeworld.com/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/member-discounts/



