
                                AUGUST MEETING: OUR WORLD FAMOUS 10MIN AGM FOLLOWED  
     BY A TALK FROM OUR MEETING COORDINATOR HELEN SINCLAIR
                                THURSDAY 13 AUGUST – CASHMERE CLUB – DOORS OPEN AT 7PM
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CLIMBER – ANNA KEELING, IN UTAH 

Helen will talk briefly about her background and some of the experiences she has had 
including working for Yosemite search and rescue, working as a ski patroller, big wall 
climbing and off-width climbing and returning to New Zealand. And lastly why she is 
interested in this role as meeting coordinator with NZAC. 

BANFF IS HERE 
IN SEPTEMBER!
SEE FULL DETAILS FURTHER 
DOWN IN THIS NEWSLETTER



  F rom  ou r  Lib ra r y
  August  2020
  B ook  R ev iew

Book review
Our library has some great books, 
but it’s hard to appreciate that when 
the only access people have is via an 
Online Excel worksheet. I’m planning 
on doing something about that, but in 
the meantime I thought I’d let members 
know a bit more about our books by 
doing book reviews. Ideally monthly, 
but don’t hold me to that. Here’s the 
first. 

Into Thin Air – Jon Krakauer  
(A personal account of the  
Everest disaster) 

If you listen to Kim Hill on Saturday 
morning you may have heard the 
interview with Jon Krakauer a few 
weeks ago. He’s also written “Into the 
Wild”, but for New Zealanders he will 
always be known for this book, about 
the 1996 Everest disaster where 8 
clients and guides belonging to two 
commercial expeditions lost their lives. 
One of the expeditions was run by 
Adventure Consultants, a New Zealand 
company, and led by Rob Hall, a well-
known Kiwi guide. Jon Krakauer was 
a journalist who was sponsored by a 
magazine to join the 1996 Adventure 
Consultants expedition as a client, 
and this book tells the story of his 
experience on Everest.

The best thing about this book is that 
it’s well written. Most climbing books’ 
authors are primarily climbers, and 
writing books is a (distant) second 
in their skill set. Whereas, although 
Krakauer is an extremely accomplished 
climber, he is foremost a writer. 
The next best thing is that he’s very 
honest, even if it reflects badly on him. 
This comes across in his admitting 

to his frustration with other clients’ 
abilities and speed, his guilt at not 
doing enough to help others and his 
selfishness in going on the trip in the 
first place. And especially his regret 
at initially getting some key facts 
wrong in an initial magazine article he 
wrote after the event, due to his own 
exhaustion-driven misinterpretation of 
what was happening.

Krakauer covers the background of 
commercial expeditions to Everest, 
which were pioneered by Rob Hall, 
and really makes it interesting reading, 
from the pressures on the expedition 
to get people to the summit, to the 
sort of client who would part with US 
$65K. And his descriptions of other 
expedition members, including guides, 
Sherpas and clients really brings each 
personality to life. As the expedition 
progresses you really feel involved in 
the progress up the mountain. It makes 
it very hard to put down, and you really 
feel you are getting an accurate picture 
of the experience (mostly miserable 
suffering) of climbing Everest. And 
his analysis of decisions seems very 
fair-minded. He doesn’t overpower 
you with his opinions, but presents the 
facts. It’s thoroughly recommended, 
even if 1996 seems like ancient history. 

Sidenote: 
You may recall the movie “Everest” 
from 4 or 5 years ago. This was also 
about the 1996 Everest disaster and  
is excellent.

Contributions to the newsletter  
are more than welcome.  
Please send to  
nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com  
before the 25th of each month.
 
IN THIS NEWSLETTER: 

Club events & trips 
- August AGM & talk
- Mt Somers trip report
- Upcoming trips for NZAC members
  - Cassidy-Blimit Traverse
  - Women’s only Avalanche/Bealey 
    Traverse 
- Guided club trips 
- BANFF is here in September!
 
Notices
- Into Thin Air book review 
- Thank-you! Buy/Sell Gear night 
- Club vacancy. Gear custodian 
- Request for information 
- Arthurs Pass Lodge update 
- Section hire update- Gear for Sale 
  proceeds split between 
  trust fund for Paul Corridon’s 
  daughters & donation to the NZAC 
- Members gear for sale 
- We welcome a new committee 
  member - Sam White 
 
Facebook page 
Remember to ‘Like’ our Facebook 
page to be kept up to date on Monthly 
meetings/Talks, Events, Trips, Courses 
and lots more.  
 
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-Cante
rburyWestland-176920578985933/ 

IN BRIEF

mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/
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SUPPORT THE LOCAL BUSINESSES THAT HELP SUPPORT US

Thank-you!

See you all next year!

WHAT A NIGHT! 

NZAC - Canterbury / Westland 
Annual Gear Sale Evening 2020 

Over 250 people turned up to 
our increasingly popular sale 
night. 

It was a fantastic mix of local 
retailers as well as the general 
public bringing items along to 
sell. 

“A big thanks to our retail 
partners who supported us on 
the night and also to everyone 
who attended and dropped their 
gold coins into the bucket. We 
made just over $500 which helps 
support our club activities in 
Canterbury” 

There was also some great 
coffee served up by Coffee and 
Cruz. 

A final thank you to the 
Canterbury / Westland section of 
NZAC for organising and all  
the volunteers that helped on 
the night .

https://www.aspiring.co.nz/
https://www.bivouac.co.nz/bivouac-outdoor-christchurch
https://twinneedle.co.nz/
https://www.furtherfaster.co.nz/
https://www.mountainadventure.co.nz/


Banff Centre Mountain Film Festival World Tour  
CHRISTCHURCH 2020 
Presented by the New Zealand Alpine Club  - Canterbury Westland Section

The 2019/2020 World Tour brings films from the annual Banff Centre Mountain 
Film Festival to about 550 communities around the globe. From an exploration 
of remote landscapes and mountain cultures to adrenaline-fueled action sports, 
films in this year’s World Tour are sure to captivate and amaze the explorer within 
you. 
 
Be moved. Be inspired. Don’t miss out. Reserve your tickets today.  

There are two programmes, red and blue and all screenings start at 7pm with 
doors open from 6.30pm. 

 Ticket prices are; 

 • Single Screening General Admission- $25 
 • Single Screening NZAC members/ Youth/ Student - $15 
 • Double Screening General Admission- $40 

 All proceeds support the NZAC - https://alpineclub.org.nz/  
 
Schedule:
Wednesday, 16 September 2020 
19:00 Red Programme

Thursday, 17 September 2020 
19:00 Blue Programme

Friday, 18 September 2020 
19:00 Red Programme

Saturday, 19 September 2020 
19:00 Blue Programme 

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/banff-mountain-film-festival-world-
tour-christchurch-2020-tickets-113399687518

You can view programmes and also purchase tickets at the Banff.nz website 
www.banff.nz     

PLEASE NOTE: BANFF replaces our monthly talk for September.  
        The next monthly meeting after BANFF will be  
        Thur 8 October

Banff Centre Mountain Film 
Festival World Tour  
CHRISTCHURCH 2020 
Presented by the New Zealand 
Alpine Club  - Canterbury Westland 
Section

Due to COVID tracing 
requirements and the ability 
to provide refunds if need be, 
we have made the decision 
to only sell on-line this year. 
Please click on this Event link to 
purchase tickets. 

https://www.facebook.com/
events/327876891579600/ 

Banff is the key club Fundraising 
event each year for NZAC and 
we encourage members to come 
along and also invite their family, 
friends and work colleagues. 
The more people who share and 
promote Banff, the better!

BANFF  
CHRISTCHURCH 
2020
SEPTEMBER 16 – 19
AURORA CENTRE

https://alpineclub.org.nz/
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/banff-mountain-film-festival-world-tour-christchurch-2020-tickets-113399687518mountain-film-festival-world-tour-christchurch-2020-tickets-113399687518
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/banff-mountain-film-festival-world-tour-christchurch-2020-tickets-113399687518mountain-film-festival-world-tour-christchurch-2020-tickets-113399687518
www.banff.nz
https://www.facebook.com/events/327876891579600/
https://www.facebook.com/events/327876891579600/


Mt Somers Trip Report, 11-12 July, 2020 

After a slightly delayed start from Christchurch, our group 
of four arrived at Sharplin Falls car park and readied our 
gear. We started along the Mt Somers South Face track with 
gentle walking through the bush. At the junction we followed 
the Mt Somers Summit Track poled route up the ridge to the 
summit at 1688m. We donned our crampons shortly after 
the junction and moved quickly up to the summit ridge under 
blue skies and moderate temperatures.

After gaining ~1200m of elevation, we ate a well-deserved 
lunch on the summit, enjoying the views and looking at 
future objectives. Before we got too cold from the wind, 
we headed off down the west ridge towards Woolshed 
Creek Hut. Although the gradient was quite mellow, a trip 
on crampons and the resulting slide down the slope was a 
good reminder to not get complacent with proper crampon 
technique (and having your ice axe in ready condition). 
The snow was quite supportive at the top and deteriorated 
further down, resulting in some post-holing before getting 
on to the snow free track. We spent the night in the bustling 
Woolshed Creek Hut, thankful to be protected from the wind 
that picked up overnight.

After a leisurely start to the day (and a quick search to find 
drying gear blown by the wind), we started along the Mt 
Somers Track towards Pinnacles Hut. An early lunch at the 
hut as we sussed out future rock climbing trips and then we 
made quick work of the final distance to the car park.

Overall, it was a great trip in a readily accessible area and I 
look forward to visiting the area again.

MOUNT SOMERS
TRIP REPORT
11 – 12 JULY 2020

Trip organised and led by  
Andrew Tyrrell and Jen Ormsbee 
Trip report: Jen Ormsbee
Photos: Rob Gallagher

If you would like to lead a trip for like minded members, please contact our trip coordinators  
robert.gallagher90@gmail.com  or  richard.mcgill@me.com
For more information on what’s required see our ‘Lead a Trip Guide’ furthur down in our newsletter 

mailto:robert.gallagher90%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:richard.mcgill%40me.com?subject=


THE PLAN: 
Drive to the lodge Friday night and meet up to discuss 
Saturday’s plan. Saturday morning, shuttle to Temple 
Basin car park and leave a few cars before carpooling 
to start of Devil’s Punchbowl. Head up Cons Track 
and on up to Cassidy. Follow along the ridge over 
Blimit and down to Temple col, before traipsing down 
the ski-field and back home. 

Depending on conditions, we may call off the trip, 
change the plan, or change the requirements of the 
trip. The call will be made on the Thursday before and 
you will be contacted via email or TXT. 

GETTING THERE:
Carpooling from Christchurch – fill in your details on 
the trip form, and we can assist with arranging ride 
shares. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: 
You must have experience using ice axe and 
crampons, and avalanche equipment (transceiver, 
shovel, probe). You will need to be fit enough for 
carrying a day pack uphill gaining 1200m of ascent, 
taking approximately 4-5hrs to ascend over Cassidy 
and reach the summit of Blimit. We will then descend 
through the ski field, another 2-3 hrs. The ridge line is 
not particularly technical – we will not be taking ropes 
or harnesses on this trip – but you must be confident 
on your feet as some sections are exposed and there 
are some short steeper sections requiring scrambling. 
The ideal group member has completed a Snowcraft 
course in previous years and has done a handful of 

independent alpine trips including winter scrambling, 
such as Avalanche to Bealey or Temple to Phipps. 

WHAT TO BRING: 
Usual winter mountain clothing is required including 
crampons, ice axe, helmet, avalanche kit; enough 
food and water for the day out (a thermos of 
something warm is a big plus); and a head-torch, 
map and compass. PLB’s and personal first aid kits 
would be helpful if you have them. You’ll also want a 
sleeping bag and any overnight gear for the lodge. 

Cost is $20 for Friday night at the lodge, and money 
for carpooling (to be arranged independently). Only 
NZAC club members will be accepted, and up to a 
maximum of 8 participants. 

Please complete the application form if interested:

https://forms.gle/93eEvy93HQNpXRyT6 

Any questions? Please contact the organisers: 
Daniel Hill   danielthomashill@outlook.com 
Barry O’Reilly  oreilly.barry@gmail.com

Upcom ing  t r ip :  Ca ssidy-B lim it  Trave rse   7– 8th  August  2020

Registe r  you r  in te re st  by  click ing  on  t he  link  be low

Cassidy-Blimit Traverse

7 – 8 August 2020

https://forms.gle/93eEvy93HQNpXRyT6
mailto:danielthomashill%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:oreilly.barry%40gmail.com?subject=


Upcom ing  t r ip

NZAC TRIP WOMEN’S ONLY  
AVALANCHE BEALEY TRAVERSE 29 AUGUST 2020
THE PLAN: 
Meet at the Yaldhurst early Saturday morning and drive to Arthur’s Pass.  Ascend Avalanche Peak via 
Scott’s Track to Avalanche Peak summit, continue on to Lyell Peak and Mt Bealey, and then descend 
via Bealey track.

Depending on conditions, we may call off the trip, change the plan or change the requirements of the 
trip. The call will be made on the Thursday before and you will be contacted via email or text. 

GETTING THERE: 
We will carpool from Christchurch. If you need a ride or can offer a lift please let the trip organiser 
know. 

WHAT TO EXPECT: 
This trip is an NZAC Grade 2. You must have experience using ice axe &amp; crampons, avalanche 
transceiver use and transceiver search &amp; rescue as this will involve travel in ATES Challenging 
avalanche terrain. You will be carrying a day pack uphill and along a ridge in variable snow conditions 
for 7-8 hours. There are narrow and exposed sections on the traverse. 

GEAR: 
Bring the usual winter mountain clothing, ice axe, crampons (fit to your boots), helmet, avalanche 
transceiver, probe, shovel, food, and water for a full day out. 

Cost: 
Petrol money for the driver ($10 – $20) 

Max participants: 8 

ANY QUESTIONS? 
Please contact the organiser Jen Ormsbee, jen.ormsbee@gmail.com

mailto:%20jen.ormsbee%40gmail.com?subject=


WHY? 
Sometimes people feel their skills and experience may not be up to arranging multi-day 
trips above the snowline, or maybe it’s simply a case of not knowing other people to go 
with. Or at the same time improve skills and decision-making with advice of a qualified 
guide. Or even simply it’s the attraction of 4 days in the mountains in a snug hut without 
the hassle of organising it all!

WHAT WE’RE PLANNING 
The next pages detail 3 trips we’re offering to start with. These trips happen to be run  
by Alpine Recreation, but if these trips are successful we hope to offer more trips with 
other guiding companies. For example, these might include fly-in/fly-out trips to high 
glacier huts, or trans alpine multi-day camping adventures.

WHY NZAC – CANTERBURY/WESTLAND ARE INVOLVED 
Most guiding companies offer scheduled instruction courses, but few offer other 
scheduled trips – the clients have to form their own groups and negotiate dates etc. 
with the companies. We felt we could co-ordinate trips for a group of like-minded  
individuals, and at the same time get a good deal with the companies. For these 3 trips 
Alpine Recreation are running for NZAC the main benefits are:

• 15% discount off normal prices

• Date flexibility – up to 2 days before and after the trip are available to  
maximise the chance of good weather

NZAC – Canterbury/Westland will field initial queries from members and check that 
interested members are a good match for the trip. Note that NZAC doesn’t make any 
money from these trips. You can email John at john@roperlindsay.com

THE 3 TRIPS (details on following pages) 
31 July – 3 August:  4 days climbing trip based at Caroline Hut in Aoraki/Mt. Cook 
                         National Park – prices from $1400 - $1520

7 – 10 August:  4 days ski-touring trip based at Rex Simpson Hut in Two Thumbs 
     Range – prices from $1130 - $1215

14 – 17 August:  4 days ski-touring trip based at Caroline Hut in Aoraki/Mt. Cook 
       National Park – prices from $1400 - $1520

Guided 
Club Trips

“In addition to regular Club trips to the mountains, we decided to organise some trips run by professional guides”

Last weeks to sign up!

mailto:john%40roperlindsay.com?subject=


4 DAYS SKI-MOUNTAINEERING IN  
Aoraki/Mt. Cook National Park

TIMETABLE 
DAY 0 – Meet at Alpine Recreation in Lake Tekapo at 7:00pm for gear check/briefing. Spend 
night in Tekapo at Alpine Recreation’s Edelweiss Lodge base (included). Please note that 
dinner on ‘Day 0’ is NOT included, but breakfast on Day 1 is included. 
DAY 1 – 6:30 Drive from Tekapo to Mt. Cook/Aoraki and start hiking/skinning up to hut at  
about 8:30. This usually take 5-8 hours (depending upon route and snow/avalanche 
conditions). There is some skiing already en-route to the hut, and there might be a couple  
of hours left in the day to do a short tour. 
DAYS 2-3 – Day trips from Caroline Hut. The objective is to have 4 enjoyable days  
climbing and travelling above the snow line, furthering experience and skills, but with 
emphasis on finding good ski lines and touring the Mt Cook Range.  
DAY 4 – Morning ski trip and hut cleaning. Then back down to transport (it maybe  
possible to do this via a different route) and back to Tekapo for about 6:00pm

CAROLINE HUT 
This is the only private hut in Mt. Cook/Aoraki National Park and is a fantastic  
destination in its own right. It’s not your normal hut, and is very comfortable,  
with gas and a wood stove. It has stunning views up the Tasman Glacier and  
over the Caroline Face and is a very enjoyable place to spend time in  
the evenings. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED 

• A guide IFMGA/NZMGA qualified for ski touring

• Transport Lake Tekapo - Mt Cook Village - Husky Flat (4WD) return.

• All food for 4 days. All bulk food is already stored at Caroline Hut.

• 1 night in bunkroom @ Edelweiss Lodge + 3nights @ Caroline Hut.

• Use of sleeping bag at Caroline Hut (so that’s one less thing to carry)  
 *Please bring your sleeping bag liner.

• Hire  of  ski  touring  gear  (except  for  ski  touring  boots)  from   
 Alpine Recreation, although it is preferable if you have all your  
 own gear that you are familiar with. 

 
CAROLINE HUT SKI TOURING TRIP – Please click on link 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AvkEm3RKSorZgqk46nudJc_oNNj0cA

INTERESTED? – Please click on link 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AvkEm3RKSorZgqk76nudJc_oNNj0cA

                                                         BRIEF DESCRIPTION – This involves 3 nights based at 
                Alpine Recreation’s private Caroline Hut with a guide, with 
     one night at Tekapo prior to the trip. The trip will be organised and run 
by Alpine Recreation, one of New Zealand’s most experienced Alpine guiding companies. The 
objective is to have 4 enjoyable days climbing and travelling above the snow line, furthering 
experience and skills, but with more emphasis on reaching peaks and other objectives.  
To improve the odds of good weather Alpine Recreation have offered to provide a 2 day  
window either side of the scheduled dates. 

SKI-MOUNTAINEERING 
CAROLINE HUT

NZAC CANTERBURY/WESTLAND PRICING:    

- NZ $1400 per person 1:4 guide-client ratio  
- NZ $1520 per person 1:3 guide-client ratio  
- FREE gear hire (except ski touring boots)

Guided 
Club Trips
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4 DAYS SKI-TOURING 
in Two Thumbs Range

TIMETABLE 
DAY 0 – Meet at Alpine Recreation in Lake Tekapo at 7:00pm for gear check/briefing. Spend 
night in Tekapo at Alpine Recreation’s Edelweiss Lodge base (included). Please note that 
dinner on ‘Day 0’ is NOT included, but breakfast on Day 1 is included. 
DAY 1 – 6:30 Drive from Tekapo to Mt. Gerald Station and start hiking/skinning up to hut 
at about 8:30. This usually take 3-4 hours (depending upon route and snow/avalanche 
conditions). In good snow years some of the ascent to the hut is on skis and some years  
it is mainly a tramp. A short tour is possible in the afternoon. 
DAYS 2-3 – Day trips from Rex Simpson Hut. The objectives will be dependent on snow/
avalanche conditions and weather. Many good ski lines are within range of the hut.  
DAY 4 – Morning ski tour + hut cleaning. Then back down to transport and back to  
Tekapo about 6:00pm

REX SIMPSON HUT 
This is a private hut in the Two Thumb Range and is a very cosy destination in its  
own right. It’s not your normal hut, and is very comfortable, with gas and a wood  
stove. It has stunning views of Lake Tekapo, the Godley Valley and the main divide  
and is a very enjoyable place to spend time in the evenings

WHAT’S INCLUDED 

• A guide IFMGA/NZMGA qualified for ski touring.

• Transport Lake Tekapo - Mt Gerald Station return.

• All food for 4 days. All bulk food is already stored at Rex Simpson Hut.

• 1 night in bunkroom @ Edelweiss Lodge + 3nights @ Rex Simpson Hut.

• Use of sleeping bag at R.S Hut (so that’s one less thing to carry)  
 *Please bring your sleeping bag liner.

• Hire  of  ski  touring  gear  (except  for  ski  touring  boots)  from   
 Alpine Recreation, although it is preferable if you have all your  
 own gear that you are familiar with. 

 
 
REX SIMPSON HUT SKI TOURING TRIP – Please click on link 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AvkEm3RKSorZgqk56nudJc_oNNj0cA

INTERESTED? – Please click on link 
https://1drv.ms/b/s!AvkEm3RKSorZgqk76nudJc_oNNj0cA

                                                         BRIEF DESCRIPTION – This involves 3 nights based at  
            Alpine Recreation’s private Rex Simpson Hut with a guide, with  
               one night at Tekapo prior to the trip.  The trip will be organised and run 
by Alpine Recreation, one of New Zealand’s most experienced alpine guiding companies.   
The objective is to have 4 enjoyable days skiing and travelling through avalanche terrain above 
the snow line, furthering experience and skills, but with emphasis on reaching peaks and  
bagging some good ski lines.  To improve the odds of good weather Alpine Recreation have 
offered to provide 2 days flexibility with the scheduled dates.  

SKI TOURING  
REX SIMPSON HUT

NZAC CANTERBURY/WESTLAND PRICING:    

- NZ $1130 per person 1:4 guide-client ratio  
- NZ $1215 per person 1:3 guide-client ratio  
- FREE gear hire (except ski touring boots)

Guided 
Club Trips
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NOTICES: GEAR FOR SALE

NOTICES: GEAR FOR SALE

Tent - Macpac Apollo 
2 to 3 person, ex shop demo, 3 season 
3kg. Made in NZ            $175.00 
                                            
La Sportiva Nepal Evo Boots
Size 43, used one weekend, top winter  
all round boot.                          $575.00            

Scarpa Cumbre Boots
Size 42, excellent condition     $275.00 

La Sportiva Nepal Evo Boots
Size 38/8,  excellent condition $275.00 
          
Seal Line Dry Bag Pro Pack 
115ltr                                        $140.00 

Rock shoes - Red Chilli 
Size 42/8                                   $70.00
                                              
O.R Mitts Size L
Detachable inner, basic mitt      $75.00 

Omega Pacific Five-O Wire Gate 
Biners
As new (selling as set of 8)       $90.00                            
 
String Pro Climbing Grips 
As new, pair              $100.00                                               

All proceeds from the above sales  
to be split between the trust fund  
for Paul Corridon’s daughters and  
as a donation to the NZAC.

Prices non negotiable   
Christchurch sales & pick ups only   
Payment by bank transfer 
Please do your research on all gear advertised before inquiring 
Text only - Clayton on 027 446 1562

GRAB YOURSELF A BARGAIN!

FOR SALE:  
DYNAFIT TLT 6 LIGHTWEIGHT SKI TOURING BOOTS

Size 25.5   Good condition   $435 ono   
 
Contact Pat  
Phone: (03)337 0079   
Mobile  (texts only) 022 305 4030    
Email:  pat@slingshot.co.nz

mailto:pat%40slingshot.co.nz?subject=


REQUEST FOR NEWS AND INFO

SECTION GEAR HIRE UPDATE

We (Nick Shearer and Neil Sloan) are 
working on a new edition of the Mount 
Aspiring Region guidebook. This new 
edition will be expanded to include 
guides to the Forbes Ranges.

The four major blocks of peaks we aim 
to comprehensively cover are: 
 
1. Humboldt Mountains – Barrier 
    Range – Snowdrift Range - 
    Bryneira Range - Waipara Range 
    – Dart Glacier Peaks. 
2. Forbes Mountains – Richardson 
    Mountains – Rees Valley head. 
3. Matukituki Valley Peaks 
4. Wilkin / Siberia peaks and peaks 
    around to Haast Pass.

If you have been in these areas and 
can provide updated information, 
we want to hear from you. If there 
are climbers out there looking for a 
challenge and wanting to explore less-
visited alpine areas on a fact-finding 
mission, we can help by providing a 
list of peaks that need revisiting.

Some of the things we are looking for 
include:

• High-resolution colour 
  photographs 
• Information such as errors and 
  omissions in the current  
  (2016) edition 
• Suggestions for improvements 
  to the current edition 
• Changes to existing routes, 
  access and huts 
• New routes

Please contact the authors directly if 
you’re able to help: 
Nick Shearer  
nicholastshearermail.com 
Phone 021 023 42436 
Neil Sloan  
mckeesloan@gmail.com  
Phone 027 338 5560 or 03 443 1041

  
  

  
 

axes, crampons, packs, snow shoes 
and tents. 

PLEASE NOTE:
Camp n tramp hire will be closing their 
business soon and only have ice axes 
and crampons available to hire and all 
other equipment will be sold off.

For Bivouac and Further Faster - 
please check their websites out for full 
hire details and rules of hire and for 
Camp n Tramp hire, please email Ross 
on camptramp@gmail.com

Please email Clayton on 
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.
com for any further questions.

Thanks, Clayton.

For the 2020 winter season, the C/W 
section gear hire will only be available 
to those members participating on 
section run courses.

Our gear custodian has stepped down 
and all current C/W section gear is 
currently in storage until the committee 
can decide on a better system for gear 
hire in the future (we had multiple 
issues with gear hire last season 
and are currently missing a complete 
avalanche kit and one ice axe)

The following retailers can hire gear 
out:

Bivouac Tower Junction - Avalanche 
kits, ice axes, crampons and packs.

Further Faster - Avalanche kits, ice 

mailto:nicholastshearer%40gmail.com?subject=
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It has been advised that the council 
work on the Arthur's Pass village 
water supply is finished and the 
lodge is open again. Please note that 
groundwork remediation around the 
lodge won't be done until spring. It's 
a muddy track (no shingle) to get to 
the lodge and drivers will need to be 
careful when crossing the stream just 
before the Lodge as its a bit of a dip 
so care is required so that people 
don't belly out vehicles. The council 
are to remove the boulders they left in 
the middle of the parking area and this 
should be done soon.

Please either remove your shoes at the 
door before entering or have a clean 
pair so mud doesn't get walked through 
the lodge. 

SUPPLIES:
Spare supplies, toilet paper, cleaning 
products etc can be found in either the 
'Store' cupboard in the bathroom or 
under the sink in the kitchen.

Please re fill any containers that are 
close to empty and if you find anything 
running low - please let the National 
Office know. 

ARTHUR’S PASS LODGE OPEN ONCE AGAIN

 ARTHUR’S PASS LODGE UPDATE

• PLANNING A TRIP OR CLUB EVENT???
• DO YOU HAVE A WRITE UP & PHOTO’S OF A TRIP WE CAN  

MAKE AN ARTICLE OF FOR OTHERS TO SEE?
• IS THERE SOMETHING YOU’D LIKE TO SELL?
SEND IT TO US AND HAVE IT PUBLISHED IN THE MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER BY EMAILING

SHANNON:  NZAC.CW.NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTERS IS 25TH OF THE MONTH

PLANNING A CLUB TRIP, EVENT OR HAVE SOMETHING ELSE YOU’D LIKE ADDED TO OUR NEWSLETTER? 

AS ALWAYS: 
You will need to book the lodge online 
through the NZAC website and when 
doing this, you will get the door code.

mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=


Keen to share your outdoor experience? Helen Sinclair, our 
section meeting co-ordinator is the person to contact. 
 
Helen organises speakers to share their outdoor experiences with the rest of 
our community. 

If you have any outdoor adventures to share or know someone who has a 
story to tell, then please contact Helen either by phone or email. 
 
P: 027 435 3674  E: helen@helensinclair.com

CLICK HERE  
TO BE TAKEN  

TO OUR PAGE

KEEN TO SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE?

CLUB VACANCY!  
GEAR CUSTODIAN NEEDED

  WE NEED 
 YOU

WE WELCOME A NEW  
MEMBER TO THE 
CANTERBURY/WESTLAND 
COMMITTEE

The Canterbury Westland section of 
the NZAC requires a new Gear Hire & 
Custodian.This job entails running the 
gear hire for members & the storing 
of all equipment. Insurance for the 
stored gear is paid for by the Club. 
 
Contact Jim Petersen if you want 
to know more or be involved in this 
vacant club roll.  
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Welcome to Sam White our new  
Winter Instruction Coordinator  
 
A  trip into Townsend Hut and 
Koropiko Stream over queens 
birthday weekend with Jim 
Petersen & John Roper-Lindsay 
turned into a bit of a recruitment 
drive for the C/W section 
committee when I agreed to join. 
Initially to help Jim with the Winter 
Instruction coordination for 2020, 
with a view to taking that task on 
fully next year.  

I’ve been active in the  
New Zealand mountains for over 
45 years since my father (a keen 
mountaineer & a past NZAC 
committee member) first took me 
forays into the valleys of Arthurs 
Pass National Park. I am primarily 
a tramper with the occasional 
alpine adventure thrown in.  

I have been an Alpine Club 
member for about 8 years and 
have made good use of the 
benefits it offers, so I am looking 
forward to putting something back 
into the club. PHOTO: ROB GALLAGHER. MOUNT SOMERS

 
Help our club by ‘Liking & Sharing’ our Facebook posts to help 
spread the word for our events and trips and to help grow our club 
numbers.

ALSO - If you don’t want to miss a post from the Canterbury/Westland 
section then make sure to select ‘See First’ 
Do this by going to our page, select ‘Following’ tab and the drop 
down menu that appears will give you the option ‘See First’ to tick.

https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/


BENEFITS FOR NZAC MEMBERS

Benefits for NZAC Members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. You maybe asked to present your active 
NZAC membership. To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit... 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/ 
 
To visit any of the retailers below, click on their logo.

Y M C A  A d v e n t u r e  C e n t r e

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/
https://www.bivouac.co.nz/
http://www.mapworld.co.nz/
https://dwights.co.nz/
https://www.outdoorestore.co.nz/
https://www.ymcachch.org.nz/fitness-and-climbing/adventurecentre/
https://www.helicopter.co.nz/
https://splitn2.com/
https://www.aspiring.co.nz/
https://nzsafetyblackwoods.co.nz/en/
https://mtoutdoors.co.nz/
https://www.glacierhelicopters.co.nz/
https://www.pottonandburton.co.nz/
https://bouldering.co.nz/
http://www.aircharterkaramea.com/
https://packraftingqueenstown.com/
https://www.monstermerinos.co.nz/
https://www.cactusoutdoor.co.nz/
https://www.outdooraction.co.nz/
https://gonativeworld.com/
https://www.ramset.com/
https://crosscountryrentals.co.nz/
https://www.macpac.co.nz/
https://thenorthface.co.nz/
https://www.outfittersstore.nz/
https://snowfarmnz.com/


WEEKLY ACTIVITY OPTIONS

Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, 
alpine, rock climbing, cycling or otherwise, please contact 
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Midweek mountaineering: The midweek group are 
mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod 
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. 
Most of the trips are nottechnical climbing but scrambling 
at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or email pat@
slingshot.co.nz

Mid Week Rock Climbing: A new and exciting format 
from September (day light savings start) onwards. Instead 
of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to 
offer people a choice of two nights each week, which will vary 
depending on who is looking after the group. We believe this 
will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get out 
climbing. A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid 
week group;

• Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying  
 (if you don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to  
 the climbing co ordinator and they will try and have one  
 available)

• For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in  
 this so please ask if you are not sure

• Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are  
 available each week for the person in charge to use rather  
 than their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t  
 want to lead but top rope instead. 

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm 
onwards, outdoors during daylight savings hours, or indoors 
in winter, or if the weather is no good. We also welcome 
and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on 
a roster basis rather than relying on the same people every 
week having to look after the climbing group so please 
contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too difficult!)

If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing 
group already, we will email out at the start of the week with 
which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge 
and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group 
list, please email Clayton on:  
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  
or text on 027 4461562   
 
All welcome, including non members.

The NZAC Canterbury/Westland section  
is looking for volunteer trip leaders

A club trip is a great way to spend time with like minded 
people, share some adventures and give back to the outdoor 
community. Most trips involve moderate to intermediate 
mountaineering but they can include anything from tramping, 
rock climbing to mountaineering objectives. The trip leader 
is not a professional guide or instructor, as a trip leader you 
organise and lead the group only.

What is involved?

• Pick an objective and date

• Use this trip leader worksheet to plan your trip  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/

• Get in contact with the trip coordinator (see details below).  
 Your trip needs to be signed off to make sure all points are  
 ticked off. The trip coordinator can also help you with any  
 questions you have regarding the planning  

The trip gets advertised in the newsletter and/or to the   
Cant/Westland facebook page 
 Email: Shannon at nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

• You organise the participants and do pre–trip preparations
This list is a suggestion of day or overnight trips which could 
be both run during summer or winter. All these trips are 
achievable in a weekend. If you have another objective in 
mind just get in contact with the trip coordinator. Thanks for 
leading a trip for the club!

Volunteer trip coordinator email:  
robert.gallagher90@gmail.com or  richard.mcgill@me.com

Some Ideas!  Mt Aiken,  Binser,  Avalanche Peak,  Mt 
Cloudsey,  Torlesse,  Avalanche-Bealey Traverse,  Castle Hill 
Peak,  Longfellow,  Avalanche Peak-Crow Valley,  Mt Oates,  
Murchison,  Temple-Phipps Traverse,  Mt Somers,   
Mt Guinevere,  Mt Rolleston,  Mt Philistine

WE NEED YOU

mailto:cw.chairperson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pat%40slingshot.co.nz?subject=
mailto:pat%40slingshot.co.nz?subject=
mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/
mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:robert.gallagher90%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:richard.mcgill%40me.com?subject=


  

TRIP GUIDELINES

SECTION LIBRARY

Responsibilities of a Trip 
Organiser: 

• Trips should be fun for everyone.  
 Choose a mountain, peak, hill, 
 traverse, route, crag, or whatever 
 and get out there and meet some 
 keen club members!

• You cannot be responsible for 
 the safety of every member of 
 the group, but you should aim to 
 empower every group member 
 with enough knowledge to make 
 their own informed decisions about 
 the proposed trip both before, and 
 during the trip.

• Choose a realistic goal for the time 
 available and give prospective 
 group members an idea of the 
 amount of effort required.

• Set a group size limit based on your 
 experience, the goal, time available   
 and the groups individual fitness   
 and experience.

• Let the group know what skills & 
 equipment are needed when they 
 sign up.

• Provide the trip Participants with 
 a copy of the NZAC waiver form 
 and have them understand, sign 
 and return it to you in advance of 
 the trip.

• Organise travel arrangements 
 at the earliest opportunity and let 
 everyone know how much they 
 can expect to pay for transport 
 costs - petrol, wear & tear.

• Prepare detailed trip intentions 
 and leave them with at least one 
 responsible individual.

• If someone on the trip voices their 
 concern about a situation it is up 
 to you (with the help of the group) 
 to find a safe solution.

• Give priority to NZAC members

• Find someone on the trip to write 
 an interesting trip report for the 
 Section Newsletter and email it to: 
 nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com  

Responsibilities of a Trip 
Participant: 

• You are responsible for your own 
 safety. If you are uncomfortable 
 with any situation, let your trip  
 organiser know straight away.

• Be prepared to drive or contribute 
 to transport costs incurred 
 (petrol, wear & tear)

• Make sure you have a clear idea 
 of the trip’s goals and what will be 
 required of you. Obtain a relevant 
 map and know where you are 
 going, the terrain, what gear you 
 will need, and how to use it.

• If you discover that you cannot go 
 on the trip then let the Trip 
 organiser know as soon as possible 
 so that another person can take 
 your place.

• Read, understand and return the 
 signed copy of the NZAC waiver 
 form to the Trip Organiser.

An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you’re thinking of joining or organising a trip, 
here are some guidelines on what to expect. Check out the NZAC Trips page for resources to assist you 
with planning a section trip. https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/

Section Library: Did you know that 
the Section has its own library and that 
unlike the National Office library you can 
actually borrow the books in the Section 
library?

Every section meeting I will bring a 
good selection of the hundreds of book  
in the library along with the DVDs.

The contents of the C/W Section library 
can be found on line here: 
httpbit.ly/CWLibrary 
(There is a list of DVDs on the 
second tab of the spreadsheet). If you 
would like to borrow a book or DVD 
then please email me and we’ll sort 
something out.

Library policies: You must have 
a current NZAC membership card to 
borrow

• Books are generally to be returned   
 within 2 months, but new purchases   
 will be expected to be returned   
 within 1 month

• DVDs are expected to be returned   
 within 2 weeks
Returns:  Books/DVDs can be 

returned in one of 4 ways.

• Return at the next Section meeting

• Drop them off at National Office and   
 tell whomever you speak to that   
 they are for C/W library

• Drop them off at Boffa Miskell   
 office on the 1st floor in Lane Neave   
 building at 141 Cambridge Tce,   
 marked for “Yvonne”

• Email text/phone me to arrange   
 handover some other way 
 
Email: John Roper Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com  
or call/text 021 395 513

mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/
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mailto:john%40roperlindsay.com?subject=


   Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/

Section Library:  
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Chairperson:  
Jim Petersen 022 620 0619  cw.chairperson@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  
Paulina Woch paulinawoch@yahoo.com 
 
Events:  
Adam Humphries 027 200 4760  adam.b.humphries@gmail.com 
 
Accommodation & Committee Rep: 
Philip Tree  philiptree7@gmail.com 
 
Instruction Coordinator & Rock Climbing Coordinator: 
Clayton Garbes 027 446 1562   nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

Winter Instruction Coordinator: 
Sam White cw.winterinstruction@gmail.com 
 
Winter Gear Custodian: JOB VACANCY 
Jim Petersen 022 620 0619 cw.chairperson@gmail.com 
 
Recreational Advocacy:  
Lindsay Main  Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz 
 
Trip Coordinators:  
Richard McGill  richard.mcgill@me.com 
Robert Gallagher robert.gallagher90@gmail.com 
 
Newsletters & Online Coordinator: 
Shannon Cook 021 809 088 nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer & Library: 
John Roper Lindsay 021 395 513  john@roperlindsay.com 
 
Arthur’s Pass Lodge: 
John Henson 027 471 4075  hensonj@xtra.co.nz 
 
Section Evenings:  
Helen Sinclair 027 435 3674  helen@helensinclair.com

Crag Maintenance: 
Grant Piper 021 711 300  grant.piper66@gmail.com

CANTERBURY/WESTLAND SECTION OF THE NEW ZEALAND ALPINE CLUB
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