
The Three Kings and Mitre, looking more Southern Alps-like than Tararua, July 2020
Photo: Peter Laurenson
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August 2020

If it’s not one thing it’s another!

This year’s snow craft courses got off to an excellent start in spite of the poor 
snowfalls.

Then Covid-19 crawled out from wherever it had been hiding to create an 
added level of complexity to running our remaining courses. Then RAL 
introduced a new parking system to complicate things even further. This 
seems to have driven a large number of their patrons to give up on RAL 
and go south this year. Nevertheless, even with this constraint we managed 
to work our way around until this week when RAL again changed the 
arrangements, making it impossible for us to run the course. Trying to contact 
them over several days was useless as RAL wouldn’t answer calls or respond 
to any of our messages. On Friday afternoon when several students were 
already on their way to the mountain, we had to cancel the course and call 
them back. Anyone would think that RAL don’t want anyone to use the 
mountain. I know several regular skiers that say they won’t be skiing there 
again. We have one more course to run. Changes to the current Covid-19 
level notwithstanding, if we can actually get onto the mountain, we will run the 
course. This may be the last one.  

                                                       Send any comments to
                                                            wellington@alpineclub.org. nz
                                                                  or tweet us @NZACWellington.

From the editor
This issue of Vertigo is my thirtieth, produced over a three year span. It feels 
like a tidy point to give someone else a go, and I’m delighted to pass the 
baton on to Andy Carruthers, another Wellington Section member who 
coincidentally lives just down the road from me.

Andy has a website that presents many great trips, photos and movies, so 
do check it out greatwalkadventures.com. Going by his site I leave Vertigo in 
good hands.

Thank you to Grant Christian for providing not one but two trip reports this 
issue. And one of those two is really a two-for-one; Nun’s Veil and Mount 
Sealy - what a great way to spend a few January days!

Why not follow Grant’s example and get your own trip reports in to Andy. I for 
one, will look forward to reading them.

Climb safe and stay well in these crazy Covid times ... Peter - over and out.

What’s this?
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Gear Hire
The Section has gear for hire: avalanche transceivers, ice axes, shovels, 
stakes, hammers, helmets, crampons, probes, PLBs, ice hammers (entry 
level). Each item costs $5 per week with the exception of PLBs – PLBs are 
free but require a deposit of $50 refundable on return. To hire gear please fill 
in the form here. You can find out more from Carolyn.

Some advance notice, especially over the Chrismas period, is appreciated as 
gear is in higher demand and often needs to be retrieved from the gear store. 
To collect or return your gear liaise with Genevieve.

InReach for hire
           We suggest that all climbing parties carry a PLB as well as the
              InReach. If there is demand the section will purchase another one             
                 or two. The benefit of the InReach is that you can send and receive
                       text messages, receive weather forecasts, and send an SOS in
                       an emergency.

                       The InReach comes with 3 preset messages: 1. Delayed but 
                       everything is ok; 2. Starting our trip now; 3. This is where we 
                       are. Messages received from the InReach include a link that 
                       can be used to see the location. When hiring the InReach you 
need to provide an email address that will receive the messages and also 
advise if you’d like to adjust the preset messages.  

The InReach can be paired using bluetooth to a Smartphone which has the 
Earthmate app loaded. This makes it much easier to type in messages. We 
recommend that you take a powerpack to keep the device charged and also 
only turn the InReach on when you need to use it to save battery power.

There’s a $50 deposit for hiring the InReach and a hire charge of $20 / week-
end. Additional charges will be incurred if you request weather forecasts or 
use non-preset messaging. Contact Carolyn kaz1963@gmail.com to find out 
more.

Discounted PLBs
skippersmate.co.nz offers a 5% discount to all NZAC members for NZ 
purchases of PLBs. Two brands are on offer - KTI SA2G and McMurdo Fast 
Find 220 (not always in stock). To use the discount, the coupon code on the 
website is NZAC05 and the owner, Peter, asks you to send a copy of your 
membership card to peter@cooeebay.com
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Section nights
It has been great to resume our in-person section evenings during Level 1. 
Both Jo Morgan in June and Aviette Musin in July attracted audiences of 40 
plus. Sadly, we’re back in Level 2 so our August Section night is cancelled. 

All scheduling is subject to Covid Level status, but at time of writing it is as 
below.
 

Remember, our venue is now the Guest Room at the Southern Cross Tavern, 
39 Abel Smith Street, from 6pm.

Our September presentation
Tues 22 September, Peter Ambrose will take us through his thinking behind 
and announcement of this year’s photo competition winners.
We will also hold our AGM, which normally takes about half an hour.

Section nights beyond September
Tues 20 October, David Barnes, a Wellington-based member on the 
Federated Mountain Clubs Exec team, will present an update on what’s 
happening in the backcountry world – which is plenty in these globally 
warming, covid-ridden times of changes. He will also field any questions from 
the audience. Not to be missed.

Tues 17 November, Paul Maxim (TBC) will present his climbing in the 
European Alps, including Mont Blanc.

There are no section nights in December or January because we’re too
busy climbing.

If you would like to make a presentation at a future Section night, or have a 
suggestion about someone else to present, please let Andy know - 
andycarruthers62@gmail.com.

Accommodation on Mt Ruapehu 
Our snowcraft courses for the past few years have been run out of the 
Manawatu Tramping and Skiing Club lodge on Whakapapa. We’re always 
made to feel welcome and the lodge is well situated a short walk from the top 
of the Bruce Road. Membership to the club is extremely reasonable - $35 per 
year or $50 for a family membership. Members stay at the lodge for $36 a 
night including food. If you’re looking for somewhere to base yourself for your 
winter pursuits or rock-climbing over the summer months go to
www.mtsc.org.nz/joining.php to find out more about joining the club.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgTcjl1pnIUU7bJOfZuNo8Y2T8hBSqIJznIgOCIZ5SL18axQ/viewform
mailto:kaz1963@gmail.com
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Outdoor First Aid Course: $290 per person
Note date change - now 26/27 September
This 2 day course is essential for anyone who heads out into the bush or 
works in remote areas. It will cover basic first aid as well as emergency 
management of a first aid situation. NZQA standards 6400, 6401, 6402 and 
424 will be covered on the course. Participants must be physically fit and 
complete a pre-course assignment. For those who just need to revalidate 
their OFA qualification, you only need to attend the second day of the course.
The course will run in conjunction with Peak Safety in Lower Hutt. More here.

Member Discounts – Instruction courses
Some of NZ’s quality training providers have come on board to offer some 
excellent NZAC member discounts on their Instruction Courses. Support 
NZAC and support local businesses, check out the member discounts below: 
Adventure Consultants      Alpine Guides 
Outdoor Education NZ     Peak Safety
Queenstown Mountain Guides   Aspiring Guides
Snowy Mountains Climbing School  Alpine Recreation 
Independent Mountain Guides Queenstown
New Zealand Snow Safety Institute 
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RAL parking restrictions at Ruapehu
Skiiers be aware. Find out more here. 

NZAC Instruction
Due to COVID-19 and staffing restrictions, the NZAC instruction programme 
has been reduced for 2020. Any available NZAC instruction courses are be-
ing run by NZAC Sections. More details here.

New Zealand Mountain Film Festival National Tour comes to Wellington
Monday 7 and 10 September 2020, 6:30pm
Victoria University Memorial Theatre.
Two programmes - Kiwi Made films and the Best of the Film Festival films.
The Wellington Tramping and Mountaineering Club (WTMC) and Victoria 
University of Wellington Tramping Club (VUWTC) are jointly hosting the 
Wellington screenings.
Tickets and the full list of films are available here.
Check the website for latest impacts due to COVID-19 restrictions.

Below: Climbers approach a second 1,800m saddle after having crossed 
Gunsight Saddle (top right), south of Cupola Hut, Nelson Lakes, August 2020
Photo: Peter Laurenson

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeb23vbM5sV_MkEgTFgjqIFAfEuz77XotzDkdxOHDQxWE_zkw/viewform
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/adventure-consultants/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/alpine-guides-aoraki-ltd/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/co…/outdoor-education-new-zealand/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/peak-safety/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/queenstown-mountain-guides/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/aspiring-guides/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/snowy-mountains-climbing-school/?fbclid=IwAR3ABKQOQPZGOo07RqqCpOl0UCZTDeFtVitnpZsPSuD_oWnNsUZ4_4WFoQg
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/alpine-recreation/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/independent-mountain-guides/?fbclid=IwAR2SZuYsqevEGsGrnN6L4FCGd-IEuZdL8LESVc-a2BP0URN-lIFE-iOKr5w
https://alpineclub.org.nz/company/new-zealand-snow-safety-institute/?fbclid=IwAR0wKQXrH4aM2u9vfRGalE8eIfPxIQSypJDHS3s7Z92lFBpGJsgsfqltsGg
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When What and where
TBC Flock Hill bouldering

On hold. New dates to be advised.
Contact ericduggan@gmail.com

TBC Banff Mountain film Festival 2020
Still a work in progress for 2020 - watch this space.
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Covid 19 impact
In Level 1 trips can run and scheduling new trips is possible. In Level 2, not. 
With the most recent developments we are not even trying to guess what 
happens next. All club actiuvity is a case of ‘watch this space’!

NZAC Central Office has provided some guidance on what’s appropriate, 
including being mindful not to take risks that could require a rescue; keeping 
track of who you are with on a trip (tracking); following Government 
requirements regarding personal spacing, washing hands, etc. 

As new trips are proposed we will brief the trip leader on protocols 
appropriate at the time.

If you’re uncertain about the skill level required with any of the trips, would
like to register your interest or to find out more, email us at 
wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Also, please contact us if you’re keen to run a trip yourself – the Committee 
can help with advertising and logistics.

NZAC instruction courses
Click for more details   Ice Climbing    Ski Touring   High Alpine Skills

Travers Falls, Nelson Lakes
Photo: Peter Laurenson

mailto:ericduggan@gmail.com
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https://alpineclub.org.nz/skiing-touring/courses/
https://alpineclub.org.nz/about-courses/hasc/
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TRACING HISTORICAL STEPS
A day climb from Waihohonu Hut to Te Heuheu, May 2015
By Grant Christian

A view north from about 2,500m, down Waihohonu ridge, May 2020
Photo: Peter Laurenson

page2


> Chair’s Report    > Section News    > Notices    > Coming Trips, Courses, Events    > Trip Reports    > Section Contacts    > Our Club On A Page

I became interested in this trip after reading that Te Heuheu Peak via the 
North East Ridge was the first peak that was climbed by climbing parties. The 
first recorded climb was 12 December 1877.  The climb would start from the 
site of the Waihohonu Hut. Sometimes horses would be taken higher up the 
mountain. The peak is about 11km from the old Waihohonu hut in a straight 
line and the height gain is 1,600m, so it is a much longer trip than climbing, 
for example, Tahurangi Peak from the top of the Turoa road.

Despite an unfavourable weather forecast Mary Lund and I decided we 
should go ahead with this trip because the forecast is unreliable and the 
weather can vary enormously on different sides of the mountain. I was glad 
we made that decision. We travelled up on Friday night and parked up the 
Tukino road (I’ve heard that parking by the Desert Road is not the safest 
place to park). We didn’t depart for Waihohonu Hut until about 9 p.m., arriving 
just before 11 p.m.

Next morning we were away at 7:15 a.m.  The weather was good and we 
could see Te Heuheu from the hut.  It was a short walk to the old Waihohonu 
Hut from where we headed into a small patch of bush. This was straight 
forward travel and we soon emerged into alpine scrub which was harder work, 
and proved to be quite tiring as we slowly headed up. We eventually got past 
the scrub and it was easy travel across a barren landscape of loose rock and 
dirt. I really enjoy the barren landscape of Tongariro National Park. I love the 
wide open space, reminding me of a lunar landscape.
 

The peak was still a long way in the distance. The occasional cairn showed 
that we weren’t the first people to go through here. They were the only 
markers of our route. It was pleasant to be out with no other people in sight 
and very little sign of other people having being through here. 

The slope was climbing at an easy angle and we could see in the distance 
what appeared to be the best route. It was apparent that the angle of ascent 
increased significantly, closer to the peak.
 

 At about 2,100m we started to climb steeply. It was now after midday and I 
knew that it would be unlikely we could get back to the hut before dark. The 
climbing became a lot harder with loose rock and soft scoria underfoot. It 
reminded me of struggling over glacial moraine. It was much harder than the 
approach along Pinnacle Ridge. We slowly but steadily gained height and 
reached the top about 2:15 p.m. It had taken seven hours to reach the top. 
The weather had been kind to us but the wind on top was stronger and very 
cold, so we didn’t spend much time enjoying the views.

The trip down was made a lot easier by the soft scoria that had made it hard 
work going up.  To avoid the difficult walk down through the scrub we headed 
east once we were part way down and dropped into a dry stream bed. This 
avoided the scrub and soon linked up with the around the mountain track. 
From here it was an easy track to follow back to the hut with the final part of 
the journey being in the dark. We arrived at the hut at about 6:15 p.m. The 
return trip had taken only four hours. In total it was an 11 hour day.

The hut was very busy on our return and was terribly overheated, making 
it very unpleasant. This is a great hut with battery powered lights and solar 
heated water for dishes and cooking - a great place to stay in the off-season. 
We both had tea and went to bed early after a very tiring day, satisfied that we 
had achieved our goal.

Sunday morning was an easy walk back to the car in pleasant conditions. 

A view, looking southwest, back to Te Heuheu from about 1,600m, May 2020
Photo: Peter Laurenson
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The Nun’s Veil and Mount Sealy, 14 to 18 January 2020
Words and photos Grant Christian

After a long period of unsettled weather in the South Island the outlook for 
the following week looked good and I had a call from Malcolm Leary about 
heading south to do some climbing. A plan was made to fly to Christchurch 
on 13 January and drive to Mount Cook Village with the intention of climbing 
Mt Sealy or The Nun’s Veil, perhaps both if time permitted. Bags were packed 
and we both squeezed just inside the weight limits, me by wearing my 
climbing boots on the plane.

We stayed at Unwin Lodge on Monday night. Next morning was a relaxed 
start. We got a boat across the Tasman Glacier lake then walked 12 kilo-
metres to our bivvy site via Gorilla Stream, with a height gain of 900 metres. 
It had been a while since I had carried a heavy pack with all the climbing and 
camping gear and I found it a struggle under the load. I noticed on the way 
that my feet were feeling a bit tender in my stiff climbing boots. We had been 
advised to avoid the stream bed and climb up through the scrubby bush to the 
tussock for the first part of the route. This was probably the hardest part of the 
trip. Once we reached the top of the valley we found a nicely cleared 
bivvy site next to a big rock. It took about seven hours to get to this point. I 
took off my boots and, as I suspected, had left the insoles out of my boots, 
hence the sore soles on my feet. I put blister pads on the ball of each foot to 
help the next day. We set up our beds, rested and had dinner before heading 
to bed in the daylight. It wasn’t dark until after ten and it was a calm and starry 
night. It was a great feeling lying in my bed and staring straight up at the stars 
with the mountains surrounding us.

At 3:45 a.m. Malcolm told me it was time to get up. We packed up our spare 
gear and covered it with rocks so that kea couldn’t get at it, had a cuppa and 
food. By 4:30 a.m. we were on our way, picking a route through the boulders 
by torchlight. We soon reached snow where we stopped and put on our 
crampons. From here it was a steady climb up a steep valley. We picked a 
good route and eventually reached a saddle between Pt 2520 and our 
objective. There were great views of Mt Cook and the Southern Alps from 
here. We could see the crux of our climb quite clearly and it looked like we 
could climb it without a rope. 

Wanting to minimise our weight we decided we would leave the rope, anchors 
and harnesses here. We climbed slowly up a steep slope, staying alongside 
a rock ridge. On gaining a bit more height and getting level with the steepest 
slope we had to traverse we realised just how steep it was and how exposed 
it was below. We continued up to within 100 metres below the summit and 
tried to find a path on to the rock ridge without success.
 

We looked at the traverse across the steep snow slope and discussed what 
to do. My feet were very painful, particularly when front pointing and I was not 
feeling great. Malcolm had had some cramp on the way up and was also 
uncertain about what to do. I thought to climb a slope like that safely we 
needed to have everything just right, not be distracted by other things, so 
we agreed the better option was to turn back. It was about 10:10 a.m. at this 
point.  We went back to the saddle and collected our other gear and then 
walked across to a spot where we could sit and enjoy the views while having 
more to eat. Although disappointed at not reaching the top I was happy that 
we had at least got this far and enjoyed a challenging climb with great views 
on a great day.

We were back at our bivvy by noon and stayed there until the next morning. 
We departed early and arrived back at the lake shortly after 10 a.m. 
Unfortunately, despite an earlier call to the boat operators, they did not notice 
our presence. It wasn’t until a kayaker on the lake returned to shore and told 
them we were there that they came and collected us. 

The crux slope below the summit of Nun’s Veil
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We returned to Unwin Lodge and cleaned up, packed more food and left for 
Mueller Hut about 4 p.m. The seemingly endless steps on the way to 
Mueller Hut, 1,000 metres above and the still warm day tested our resolve, 
but we eventually reached Mueller Hut around 7:30 p.m. We found another 
good bivvy site in the region of the hut.

Friday morning we were away by 4:30 a.m. again. The walk of several kilo-
metres to Mt. Sealy was made more difficult by the many rock fields we had 
to cross. The conditions for cramponing on the snow were good, but crossing 
rock in crampons is never much fun. After a few hours we climbed the saddle 
that leads to the south side of Sealy. We had a break and contemplated the 
steep snow slope leading to the top, some 200 metres above. After our break 
we headed off for the final stage without our packs. 
 

This slope was the most difficult and we took several breaks from the strain 
of front pointing.  Once we got to the top of the snow slope we were back on 
rock. There were slings there indicating that others had abseiled back down. 
No chance of that for us as we hadn’t brought the rope. The next challenge 
was a steep rock climb. We carried on carefully, thinking about the need to 
down climb this section. At the top of the rock were more abandoned slings. 
Makes sense, I thought, as I looked back down what we had just climbed. 
From here we could see the top. We had left our crampons and ice axes 
below the final rock section so were very careful crossing a short section of 
snow that lead to the summit. We took in the views from the summit and 
enjoyed the moment.

The next challenge was climbing back down safely. I was nervous heading 
down but we were soon through the rock section and putting our crampons 
back on for the steep snow section. We climbed steadily down the snow slope 
which, as is often the case, looked much shorter than it was when heading 
down. I was thankful when we had reached flat ground.  From here we had 
the long walk back to our camp through snow that was quite soft. We had 
brought snow shoes to help on the soft snow and we put these on once we 
had got down from the saddle. The snow shoes were helpful on flat ground 
but I found them quite difficult to use when sidling, which we had to do most 
of the way back to our camp. They also needed to be removed when 
crossing rock so I decided it was easier to leave them off. We arrived back at 
camp at 3:40 p.m. We spent the rest of the afternoon at Mueller Hut talking 
to hut visitors and a couple of younger climbers looking for somewhere to go. 
We suggested Nun’s Veil to the climbers. One of them had attempted it before 
and they thought this was a good opportunity so headed away to attempt it. 
We were also entertained by numerous calvings of ice off the glacier below Mt 
Sefton. Usually you would hear the thunder-like roar and look across to see 
the ice crashing down the slopes.

After dinner I suggested to Malcolm we climb the nearby Mt Ollivier. It looked 
close but I wondered why I had suggested it when I realised how tired my legs 
were and I was soon getting up a sweat again. Once at the top of the near 
peak we realised Ollivier was further along the ridge. Oh well, can’t turn back 
now.

Next morning our downhill trip was much quicker and we were back at the car 
by 8:15 a.m.  Plenty of time to shower at Unwin Lodge and have a cooked 
second breakfast at Tekapo before heading back to Christchurch.

Left: At camp near Mueller Hut
Right: Malcolm on the summit of Mount Sealy
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CRAWLING TO JUMBO
A Tararua photo essay by Peter Laurenson, July 2020

It was Level One. Shaun Barnett and I had to get out and do SOMETHING. 
The forecast was for horizontal snowing, followed by a post-southerly 
window next day. So we plugged up through deep snow (from just 800 
metres - this picture is at about 1,000 metres on Rainguage Spur) to Jumbo 
Hut, managed to get the fire going, and enjoyed a surprisingly cosy night 
listening to the rattle of snow on the hut exterior. 
Next morning dawned blue-bird.   
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Above: Looking over Jumbo Hut, east to the Wairarapa Below: Jumbo directly ahead of Shaun. At right, Angle Knob, McGregor, the 
Broken Axe Pinnacles and Three Kings. At left, the ridge leading to Holdsworth
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Above: Shaun, staunch in shorts, as we reach Jumbo Hut

Below: Now putting his snowshoes to work. They kept him on the surface 
about half the time. Normally to reach Jumbo from the hut takes 20-30 mins. 
It took us 2 hours. In crampons, at times I resorted to hands and knees! 

Above: Jumbo Hut at dawn
For more captioned Tararua images - www.occasionalclimber.co.nz
Below: The sign that normally indicates the way to Angle Knob, Holdsworth 
and Jumbo Hut 
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Powered by volunteers
We’re always thankful for volunteers and members stepping forward to help the section 
run smoothly. A lot goes on to keep our club going, virtually all powered by volunteers. 
On the back page is our ‘Club on a page’ summary. It gives an at a glance description of 
all the things we do, how and why. Feel free to print a copy and pass it on to anyone who 
might be interested in becoming a member or volunteer. And if you’d like to learn more 
about how you could get involved, please email us at wellington@alpineclub.org.nz.

Role Name Contact
Outgoing Chair, course coordinator Simon Williamson 021 054 7684
Treasurer Eva Duncan evaduncan@windowslive.com
Secretary, club liaison Keith Munro keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
Gear custodian Carolyn Ellis 021 574 287
Trip co-ordinator Stacey Wong staceycolleena@gmail.com
Vertigo Andy Carruthers andycarruthers62@gmail.com
Section nights Peter Laurenson occasionalclimber@gmail.com
Banff Emma Hayward emmahayward@windowslive.com
Photo comp Guy Dubuis guy.dubuis@gmail.com
Social media Rosie Percival calicoanne@gmail.com
Social media Derek Cheng derekcheng.nz@gmail.com
Patron John Nankervis
Rock drill overseer Jeremy Tries 027 555 5893

www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
Twitter @NZACWellington
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IT’S EASY TO CHECK YOUR  

KIWISAVER
•   Make sure you are investing your funds correctly

•   How socially responsible investing can still be a  
great investment

•   Ensure you’re receiving the maximum tax benefits 
from the government

At least one socially responsible 
growth fund has returned over 
10% p.a. over the past 3 years. 
*Annual returns after fees as at 30th April 2019.

Just a 20 minute discussion can:

No charge for my service.   
Just give me a call or send me 
an email to discuss.

Keith Munro
Registered Financial Adviser

027 654 6568
keithm@mtgelab.co.nz

Past performance is not necessarily a guide to future performance.   
Any advice is class advice. A disclosure statement is free upon request.

mailto:wellington@alpineclub.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/nzacwellington
mailto:@NZACWellington
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http://www.fergskayaks.co.nz
mailto:keithm@mtgelab.co.nz
https://hangdog.co.nz/index.html
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