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THE TARANAKI SECTION OF THE NZAC 

2020 has certainly been memorable, however 

before the realization of covid and its 

impacts, our little section ran the annual rock 

meet on the Maunga. A small however 

motivated crew of climbers attended, with 

the Wellington crew arriving early to enjoy 

the fantastic weather and adding the first 

bolted route on Eiger wall. This route was an 

old Lionel Clay project on gear, however 

basically a death route on gear, it was graded 

24/25 by John Palmer, however, sounds 

tough for the grade. Great to here also that a 

few of the classic trad routes had ascents, like 

Planet Hemp, Space Invader and Le Climb. 

Hopefully we see a few more of the locals 

attending this event next year, certainly don’t 

need to be a rock star as its not all about rock 

climbing.   

 

Trip Report Tony Gordon 

Over the Christmas holidays Jake and myself 

decided to travel to the South Island for an 

assortment of climbing trips, with the 

support of the New Zealand Alpine club 

climbing grant. This trip did not go according 

to plan, due to a number of variables as often 

happens with these sorts of trips. It was still a 

great experience and we got to go to some 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

AGM  

Yes, time for the AGM again, really need 

support as we are a small section. The 

current committee is keen for some new 

energy on the committee. 

Location; Decanta Bar, back room.  

Date & Time; 24th of September at 7pm 

Banff Mountain Film Festival 

World Tour 

The Taranaki section are hosting the 

Banff Mountain Film Festival again, 

always are great evening and 

inspirational for you next adventure. 

Details below; 

Location; City West Church, 62c 

Popular Grove, New Plymouth. (No Food 

or Drink allowed at venue) 

Date & Time; 16th of October 7pm  

Buy Tickets Online: https://banff.nz/tickets-

venues/#NewPlymouth 

 

 
 

 



amazing places. The first mountain we attempted to climb was Mt Barth (2,456m). We accessed it via 

Canyon Creek off the Ahurri Valley, staying at the Bivy Rock at the head of the canyon. It was a pleasant 

walk in, with slightly overcast conditions and light winds. The next morning, we made our way up the 

true left side of the stream to the head wall, and up the southern slopes to the Thurneyson Glacier. 

There we roped up and made our way up the glacier, there was no freeze that night. Which made for 

difficult and trying conditions. We decided to turn around at about 2,200m and returned to the Bivy 

Rock, picking up our gear, and walking out to the road end. 

 

(The Jake Gray at the Bivy Rock with Mt Barth in the background) 

 

After that trip we meet up with our friend Daiki,  and decided to go up the Hopkins Valley and climb 

the Dasler Pinnacles. After negotiating the rough 4WD road to Monument Hut, we headed up the valley 

in adverse conditions. We attempted to cross the Hopkins River but it was too high due to rain and 

snow melt, instead we carried on to Elcho Hut, it was a relief to get to the warmth and security of the 

Hut. The following morning, we headed up North Elcho Stream, to Elcho Pass, most of the stream was 

straight forward, but there was some tree fall to get around in the lower reaches, and huge boulders to 



navigate in the upper section. It was a pleasant walk out in the sunshine with Mt Ward and Mt Hopkins 

guarding the valley. 

 

(looking down North Elcho Stream to the Hopkins Valley) 

 

While we were staying at Unwin lodge during a short one-day weather window, we went for a climb up 

Water Tank Ridge on Mt Kitchener (2,042m). Located on the Sealy Range. We left the Mt Cook 

Hermitage car park and made our way up the ridge, part of the route had collapsed, we managed to 

sidle around the northern slopes. As we neared the top there was a small rock step that we needed to 

ascend that was a bit exposed. We arrived at the summit in great weather conditions. The views of Mt 

Sefton, Aoraki/ Mt Cook, and the rest of the Southern Alps were spectacular. After stopping to have a 

snack we made our way to the Muller Hut which was incredibly busy due to the time of year. We made 

a decision to make our way back to the Hermitage car park via Sealy Tarns. On the descent there was 

ample opportunities for some boot skiing. It was heaps of fun flying past the many people. I highly 

recommend this climb if you have a one-day weather window. 



 

(Tony on top of Mt Kitchener with Mt Sefton behind) 

The final trip that we went on was up the Hooker Glacier, our objective was to climb Mt Pibrac (2,514m) 

Located at the head of the Mona Glacier on the eastern side of the Hooker. The first obstacle was 

traversing the western edge of Hooker Lake to the terminal face of the Hooker Glacier. This was 

relativity easy due to the low lake level, after that was four km of moraine bashing, up to our camp site 

at about 1,300m which was not a pleasant experience to say the least. It was a restless night due to my 

thermarest getting punctured on the moraine, there was also a very strong wind coming down the 

Glacier. The next morning, we attempted to climb the Glacial Slabs to the Mona Glacier, this was steeper 

and more exposed than we anticipated, (I suspect the Mona Glacier has retreated in recent years). We 

made a decision after some discussion to abort this climb and went to have a look at the Hooker Ice 

Fall, the ice fall appeared passable but it was quite cut up, it was. Nice to be surrounded by the big 

mountains while walking up there, La Perouse dominated the view, with the low Peak of Aoraki/ Mt 

Cook to the right. The walk out was tiring and we were over walking on the moraine.  



 

(Tony just before the white ice of the Hooker Glacier with La Perouse in the back ground) 

 

Each trip had its own challenges, giving us an opportunity to use all our skills and learn new ones. For 

Jake it was his first time on glaciers, and experiencing moraine. Thank you to the NZAC for your 

financial support and encouragement. We would encourage others to take up the opportunity that has 

been made available through the NZAC. 

 

Written by Tony Gordon. 

 

Taranaki Section Climbing Grant  

Just a reminder to section members about the climbing grant that can be applied for to support South 

Island climbing trips. Applications are now open for the grant for the 2020/21 financial year with the 

closing date being the 28th of September 2020. Please contact the secretary Mark Hall for application 

information.   



News from the NZAC 

Make sure to check out the NZAC website, certainly a wealth of 

information, with also the latest news from the club, and some 

great new books that can be purchased on-line via the on-line 

shop alpineclub.org.nz .  

Aspiring Hut – Your feedback on the hut's future is needed! 

Aspiring Hut is in need of substantial upgrade work to meet 

building code requirements for earthquake strength and to 

repair deteriorating timber piles and floor beams.  But before 

the Club moves to the next stage of planning, we would like your 

thoughts, suggestions and feedback. Comments received before 

the 24th August will be considered at the next board meeting 

and feedback will be accepted at any time during the process.  

More information, including details on how to submit your comments, can be found here: 

https://alpineclub.org.nz/aspiring-hut-upgrade-feedback-wanted/  

Committee Contacts  

Chairman – Phill Davies - 0226872453  Vice Chairman – Dave Bolger - 0275582691 

Secretary/Treasurer – Mark Hall – 067588787 Committee: Ange Hampton   George 

White - 067511290  

 

 

 

Chris Hayes – Evolution Wall 
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