
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NZ ALPINE CLUB 
NELSON/MARLBOROUGH SECTION 

AGM REPORT 2019/2020 

BSCC Course – Summit Day 



 

 

AGM 30 September 2020 

Section Membership as of 31 August: 2020 = 225 members. 2019 = 203 members           11% 

 

Hello everyone, firstly I would like to welcome all new members to the club. It is great to see, even 

with the year we have had, that the membership continues to grow. I hope you will be able to take 

advantage of the opportunities and services the club has to offer. 

Section events and activities and Covid-19: 

It’s been a funny old year and I won’t repeat myself too much as I have already covered off the 

disruptions we have all faced with Covid-19 a number of times in recent newsletters, however and 

so far this year, while there have been disruptions to the way we normally do things and when we 

normally do them, the club and your local section committee have worked hard behind the scenes 

to try an ensure that when the opportunities have been present to get things done, that we have 

done so as best as we can. This leads us into our upcoming AGM meeting on the 30th of September 

at 7pm at The Honest Lawyer in Monaco, Nelson. Our guest speaker for the night, is a quietly active 

member of the section, Romain Sacchettini, who will regale us with his story of leading up to and 

then completing a ski descent of the East Face of Mount Cook! It will no doubt be a great evening 

and we look forward to seeing many of you there now that we’re at Level 1 again. So, come grab a 

drink, spin a few yarns, and settle in for a good night with your fellow section members. Newbies are 

most definitely welcome as well!  

Section trips, when they have been able to run and with suitable conditions, have been well 

subscribed to again this year. The committee got together ‘virtually’ in April during lockdown and did 

their best to plan a few trips out for the year, on the basis that we assumed things should be back to 

a reasonable level of normality by June/July and as a result, several trips have taken place since then. 

It’s been a warm winter though as I’m sure we’ll all agree, and this hasn’t produced the best skiing 

conditions for those of us that enjoy that aspect of winter as well, and as a result the section back 

country ski touring trip scheduled to be held this month was cancelled unfortunately. While temps 

have been a little warmer, some of the members got out in late June/early July and managed to get 

some ice climbed at some of the local crags, which gave them their fix for another season ���� So, all 

in all an ok season, that provided a bit of respite after our mandatory home detention earlier in the 

year. 

We have also linked in with Matt Wilkinson (local member and avalanche forecaster for MSC) with 

offering Avalanche Awareness courses to section members. Matt is a great asset to the club/section, 

and we are super lucky to have him available and wanting to work with the section on this. While we 

ran the theory element of the course at last years AGM, we had massive interest to run the full 

course this year again and so the theory course was held back in July. Unfortunately, snow 

conditions didn’t allow for the practical element to be run, but we will work with Matt again next 

year and look to keep this offer going for section members.  

We are always looking for interesting speakers to come and present at section evenings, so if you 

have a story or event to tell, then please get in touch with one of the committee members. 

Continuing with a quality line-up for section evenings, we have Gabby Degagne on the 28th of 

October at The Honest Lawyer, 7pm, discussing the Ski Mountaineering Expedition to the Southern 

Patagonian Ice Field via Kayak that she was involved in. Make sure you get along to that as well. 



 

 

BANFF – Get your tickets now! 

Well, this is one event that the organising committee really needs a pat on the back for. I am saying 

this with confidence as we celebrate moving back to Level 1 this week, which means all systems are 

go! BANFF looked a dead set no goer in May, as National office had no option other than to cancel it 

from the annual event calendar. Despite for the Covid restrictions at the time, one of the other main 

issues was actually getting the content released from BANFF in Canada, in the instance that NZ was 

actually in a position to host the event in a compliant and safe way. Well kudos to HO for getting the 

sections and organising committees primed and ready for this to happen, because as it transpired, 

NZ put itself in a tenable position, which has meant the sections could host the marque event. This 

has obviously meant a delay to the normal screening dates by a few months, but as I mentioned 

above, the organising committee have been banking on being in a good position and got all the 

planning and organising underway some time ago in anticipation of things being all ok by the new 

scheduled dates. So, grab yourself a ticket, spread the word, and bring a friend as we look forward to 

hosting this years BANFF Mountain Film Festival on October 9th and 10th at Annesbrook Church. 

Two nights of epic movies, each night highlighting different films and adventures. Tickets on sale 

now from Eventbrite. Note that we need to remain at Covid Level 1 for this event to proceed. 

www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/banff-mountain-film-festival-world-tour-nelson-2020-tickets-

114997667118 

 

Instruction: 

We noted last year that due to the significant interest in the Basic Snow Craft Course, the section 

was going to trial running a larger contingent for the course. So, intake numbers were doubled, 

along with instructors, accommodation and all the organisation that goes along with it. As the 

coordinator and lead instructor, I am really pleased to advise at what a great success the weekend 

was. The students were fantastic and responded well to the weekend. We had initial concerns about 

the increase in numbers and management of this and the content/instruction quality, but with good 

instructors and organisation, the key elements and course content was delivered well, with all 

necessary outcomes achieved. Participant feedback was very positive and so a good outcome all 

round. So much so, that the course for this year, again hinging on Covid levels at the time, was 

planned and run in the same manner as last years, after again huge interest was shown by section 

members – both existing and new. A huge thanks to the everyone involved, especially the instructors 

who volunteer their time and give up a weekend for this. It is a vital step on the climbing 

development pathway and getting yourself onto the club trips. 

Communications: 

I hope people are finding the Facebook page and the newsletters useful. Glen and Josh (comms 

team) are always keen to get peoples news/pictures and hear of adventures, and do a great job 

pulling this info together on a regular basis. Great also to see likeminded people hooking up to 

arrange/participate on private trips. That’s what membership of this club is all about. While the 

section has just over 200 members, the Facebook page which is open to all, has over 750 page likes 

and over 815 page followers. With most of our Facebook posts, we seem to average around 400 

reaches, and with our post regarding the Matt Wilkinson Avalanche Awareness talk, generating over 

a whopping 3000 reaches! Great exposure for the section and club. 

New Guide book: 

You may or may not be aware, but a few key members of the club and section having working 

towards a new release of the local/regional Kaikoura to Kahurangi guidebook. The book is all but 



 

 

complete, with what I believe are just the final touches to be completed, and then printing. A 

particular massive shout out to club stalwart, Ben Winnubst, who has spent a lot of time working on 

this edition update. Thanks Ben, and we look forward to the release and perhaps even a little launch 

party when it’s ready! 

AGM/Committee Roles: 

The section committee is in a strong and healthy position. We have a very committed and diligent 

committee, and with everyone’s contribution and sharing of the workload, keeps the wheels turning 

and hopefully as section members you can see the value that these volunteers are providing.  

We are a very open minded and welcoming bunch so anybody new contemplating joining the 

committee can be assured of a positive experience. Nominations for committee roles will 

bewelcomed on the night or by contacting Liz Roberts (secretary) up to the 28th of September. In 

doing so, you may even want to put your hand up for Liz’s role as club secretary, as unfortunately Liz 

will be stepping down from the committee. Liz has been a valuable member of the team, and we will 

miss her input, but has said that she will stay involved in the trips and as our go to ski trip 

coordinator! Thanks Liz. 

 

Well that is probably enough from me, except to say thank you to my fellow committee members for 

all your efforts this year, I look forward to another positive and successful year with all of you again. 

Also, a big thanks to all of you – the section members! Enjoy the spring and summer and hopefully 

I’ll see some of you out and about in the hills somewhere. 

Cheers 

Brandon. 



 

 

Nelson/Marlborough Section of NZAC AGM 

Venue: The Honest Lawyer 

Time: 7.00pm 

 

AGENDA 

 Apologies 

 Minutes of previous meeting move/sec 

 Matters arising 

 Chairman’s Report as read move/ sec 

 Treasurers Report as read move/sec 

 Matters arising from reports 

 Election of Officers (Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer) 

 Nominations accepted for move/sec 

 Secretary (Nominations) accepted for move/sec 

 Committee members move/sec 

 General business 

 Please note while all comers are welcome to be member 

 Meeting closure 

 Guest speaker; Romain Sacchettini speaking on skiing the east face of Mount Cook 

 



 

 

Nelson/Marlborough Section of NZAC AGM 



 

 



 

 

 

NZAC Nelson Marlborough Section AGM Minutes, August 21st, 2019 

 

Welcome: 

Chairman Jerome Waldron opened the meeting at 18:40 hours and welcomed members and guests 

present. 

 

Apologies: 

Bruce Davies, Glen Aspin, Reuben McCormack, Russell Adams, Mike Rutledge, Peter Hancock, Tony 

Charlton, Phil Doole and George Guille. 

 

Minutes of Previous AGM (15/08/18): 

Moved: That the minutes of the 2018 AGM be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Moved: Richard Pearson/Seconded Jerome Waldron. Carried. 

 

Matters Arising: 

None. 

 

Chairman’s Report: 

Jerome Waldron read his report to the attendees. This report has been circulated by email. 

Welcome to all attendees. 

The NM Section membership numbers continue to grow. 

While the section evenings have been limited due to committee member commitments, particularly 

with the organisation of the Banff film evenings, the section trips have been well subscribed. The 

weather has impeded some trips. 

The Banff film weekend was successful, with two screenings over the weekend for the first time. 

Numbers attending were good. The Chairman acknowledges the ticket sellers for their involvement. 

The Basic Snowcraft Course was over-subscribed and the places were increased to allow for more 

participants (14 places). The chairman acknowledges that the course relies on committee volunteers 

and will only be run when there is instructor availability on a year by year basis. On this note, JW put 

out a call for anyone interested in being an instructor to come forward. The Alpine Club runs courses 

to train instructors. 



 

 

HASC- The NM Section has funds to assist members to participate in a high alpine skills course. One 

member has received funding this year and there are probably funds available for a second member. 

Communications- The Facebook page has been well received. The newsletters have been excellent 

and JW reminded members that contributions of articles for the newsletter are always welcome. 

The national AC website seems to have improved. 

Committee- JW has announced that he is retiring from the chairperson role as of this AGM and calls 

for members to consider joining the committee. 

 

Moved: That the Chairman’s report be accepted. 

Jerome Waldron/Seconded Richard Pearson. Carried. 

 

 

 

Treasurer’s Report: 

Treasurer Liam Sullivan read from his report. This report has been circulated by email. 

For balances ending 30/06/19. 

Banff raised $9000 profit. From these profits $1,000 has been donated to the rescue helicopter and 

$4,500 will be given to NZAC head office. 

There is a $3,176 net deficit for the period resulting from expenses for the 2018 Banff film evening 

and section levies deposited and refunded this year. 

A HASC grant of $400 has been paid. Two 4-man bothy bags were purchased. 

The BSCC ran at a slight loss (2018), so the fee for this has increased by $25 for 2019 course. 

Total assets: $17,693 (current account $11,000 and a term deposit $6,000). 

 

Question to Treasurer: Richard Pearson asked what the donation to head office is for and how the 

figure of $4,500 was chosen. 

 

Treasurer response: The amount is half of the Banff profit. The donation goes to the Development 

Fund at National Office. 

 

Moved: That the Treasurer’s report be accepted. 

Liam Sullivan/Seconded Richard Pearson and Ben Winnubst. 

 



 

 

Election of Section Officers and Committee: 

The following committee members and officers were able to stand again: 

 

Liam Sullivan – Treasurer                                       Nominated Jerome Waldron/Brandon Kay 

Elizabeth Roberts – Secretary                               “ 

Jerome Waldron – retiring as Chairperson         “ 

Reuben McCormack                                                “ 

Bruce Davies                                                             “ 

Russell Adams                                                          “ 

Morgan Puklowski                                                  “ 

Glen Aspin                                                                “ 

Josh Knox                                                                  “ 

 

Carried. 

 

Election of Section Chairperson: 

Jerome Waldron stands down as Chairman. 

Jerome Waldron nominates Brandon Kay. 

Morgan Puklowski nominates Russell Adams. 

Election of the Chairperson was put to a vote.  

 

Outcome of the vote: Brandon Kay is elected as NM Section Chairman. 

 

Carried. 

 

General Business: 

Richard Pearson made four points: 

 

 Richard proposes a vote of thanks to the outgoing Chairman Jerome Waldron. Seconded by 

Liam Sullivan and Ross Cullen. 

 Richard proposes a vote of congratulations to Ross Cullen for his election to the Board of 

NZAC. 



 

 

 Richard proposes a vote of thanks and congratulations to Ben Winnubst for his contribution 

over many years to the club. 

 Richard noted the passing of David Blunt, who held roles of Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer 

and committee member. It is noted that the family of David have donated generously to the 

club. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 19:20. 


