


 

 
 

 
 

Club Nights 
Club nights are at the Otago University Staff Club, Union St. at 7:30pm, usually on the first Wednesday of every month. 
Have you been somewhere interesting? Do you have someone you’d like to hear from? Suggestions for speakers are always welcome! Contact us 

October Club Night, Wednesday 7 October 2020 - donation please! 
Well-known and highly accomplished climber and canyoner, Dave Vass, will speak this coming Wednesday. Dave is tetraplegic, following a fall when scrambling 
around a bluff in the rain when walking out from a summer Darrans climbing trip. While no longer able to put up new routes in the Darrans himself, Dave is a fount of 
knowledge - particularly on this area (but feel free to pick his brains about canyoneering, too!).  He describes his talk as “all things Darrans” including beta on access, 
things still unclimbed, and a general discussion on current issues. Dave is also on the Otago Conservation Board and will bring information from this perspective. 

Please note - while we were stoked with attendance at the one night of the Banff film festival that Covid restrictions meant we were eventually able to show , our club 
funds are significantly lower than usual. Because of this, we request that people attending meetings might give a donation to help cover the cost of venue hire. There 
will be a collection point on the night. 

October Club Trip 
Ryan Thomas will be organizing a mountaineering trip this October suitable for novice mountaineers.  Date and location to be determined, but possible 
objectives include Dragonfly Peak, Mount Maitland, or similar.  Keep an eye out for event details on our Facebook page or at www.osonzac.org.nz. 
 

November Club Night, Wednesday 4 November 2020 
Gabby Degagne will talk about her experience as Expedition Coordinator for her Team that last year completed a Ski Mountaineering Expedition to the Southern 
Patagonian Ice Field via kayak. 
 
December Club Night, Wednesday 2nd December 2020 
Danilo Hegg will speak about an unsupported 3-week journey on foot and by packraft to Puysegur Point and Preservation Inlet, which he completed in 
January/February this year. 
 

Tuesday Night Climbing - October 2020 
We trust that the weather will allow Tuesday Night Climbing to start again on Tuesday 6th October (excitement about its return was slightly cooled by snow at sea 
level on the first Tuesday of daylight savings!). See our website for details. We’re going to go ahead and assume that Covid caution will be necessary – you must 
pre-register, and we’ll be keeping weekly sign up records for contact tracing. 
Note - It is essential that you actively ‘check in’ with the leader/facilitator on the night, even if you arrive late or just meet the group at the crag!  

- People new to climbing MUST have done an Intro to Climbing course before joining social meets 
- Climbers aged under 18 must gain prior approval for attendance, by first contacting the section. 

Keep an eye on FB for latest details or contact the section. 
 
Cover shot - snowcraft students in the Remarkables, Sept 2020 
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When What 

6 October 2020, meet 5:15 pm 
Tuesday Night Climbing resumes 
Meet alongside Logan Park, see website for details 

7 October 2020, 7:30 pm 
Club Night 
Dave Vass gives us the low-down about climbing in the Darrans 

October 2020, date yet to be identified 
Novice mountaineering trip 
See note above 

4 November 2020, 7:30 pm 
Club Night 
Gabby Degagne on ski mountaineering in Patagonia 

2 December 2020, 7:30pm 
Club Night 
Danilo Hegg on 3 weeks in Fiordland 

 
 Summit ridge of Aoraki, Dec 2010 (an oldie but a goodie!) 
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NZAC Otago Snowcraft and Shovel Riding Sept 2020 

Intro to Snowcraft Course Report by Sharon LeQueux 

My sister Leigh and I love to give our parents reasons to worry, and what better way to do that than to take up the pastime of mountaineering? So one Tuesday evening 
we rocked up to Clubs and Socs, identified an outdoorsy looking crew of future alpinists and were sized up with crampons and ice axes before heading upstairs to learn 
about avalanche hazards. After completing the online course (freely available at www.avalanche.net.nz/education/online-avalanche-course/) and hearing Danilo and 
Heather’s presentation about mountain safety, I was starting to think that just about everything on the mountain can kill you. Beware of rocks puncturing the snowpack, 
but also don’t go out on those wide unsupported slopes. Heavy snow or rain can overload and weaken the snowpack, but sunny days can also make the snowpack 
unstable. Turns out there is a lot more to mountaineering than just chucking on a pair of crampons and hacking your way across slopes. But that’s OK because that’s 
what we were there to learn. 

On Friday Caitlin and I drove up, and being the first ones to the backpackers scored the room with the ensuite (sorry guys). We were joined by the other carloads that 
evening, one of which contained our instructor Jaz whom I recalled as #1 student from my Botany demonstrating days and felt reassured that we were in good hands. 
Saturday morning we marvelled at Danilo’s mountaineers breakfast of cake before heading up to the Remarkables ski field. We based ourselves at Lake Alta where Jaz 
discussed avalanche terrain using the landscape to illustrate his points. We learnt how to use our transceivers and played a few games of hide and seek, followed by a 
digging competition to see which team could reach the bottom of their avalanche probe the fastest (there was a chocolate prize on the line and some very determined 
shovelling). That afternoon we strapped on our crampons and practised front pointing, French technique and a hybrid of the two. On the way back down the ski field I was 
delighted to learn that shovels also make an effective sled to speed down the slopes on (#WinterOlympics2022). 

After a few rounds of Bananagrams and an early night we were up and at it again on Sunday morning. We headed above the ski field for a nice view and practiced self 
arresting in a range of creative orientations (upside down, head first…). We continued on above the ski field identifying hazards and discussing route choices before 
returning to Lake Alta for some kai. After a bit more shovel riding we were back at the Remarkables base making plans for future mountain missions. Thank you NZAC 
and in particular Heather, Danilo and Jaz for organising a great intro to snowcraft and for volunteering their weekend to help us get started in the mountains. Thanks also 
to Leigh, Caitlin, Chen, Mike, Phil and James for being such a great crew. Now time to find a shovel and some snow… 
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Introductory Snowcraft course members in the Remarkables, Sept 5-6th. 
 
 
 
NZOIA Alpine 1 
 
Mhairi-Bronté Duncan 
 
Having a father who back in the day was a mountaineer I inevitably grew up with an undeniable connection to the mountains and a desire to climb them all. So when I was 
offered the chance to spend the day at Remarks completing the NZOIA Alpine 1 course as a model student I was stoked. 
 
It had been 3years since my last alpine trip so I definitely needed a refresher. Arriving at the base of Remarks I was met by an all-female instructor team, the plan was to 
head up the mountain and learn how to walk in the snow with and without crampons, self arresting with an ice axe, transceiver and snow probe searching. 

 
It was such a terrific feeling finally getting back out into the snow! I had to stop myself from running off ahead of the group to explore. My group instructor did a fantastic 
job helping us safely navigate our way through the woobly dangerous new skiers and snowboarders up towards Lake Alta. Along the way we stopped and she explained 
the best way to create steps in the snow without crampons on by digging the edge of your boot into the snow and walking in a zig zag pattern. 
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NZOIA does a fantastic job assessing these new instructors to ensure they will be safe in the mountains and deliver the best alpine skills to their clients. Every time we 
stopped to learn a new skill our instructor ensured we understood and could replicate the movements. Her willingness to answer all my questions about becoming a guide 
and what to do in different alpine scenarios meant I got so much more out of the course and came away feeling confident in my abilities. 

 
During the self arresting session I was given the opportunity to learn how to save myself when sliding down the mountain headfirst on my back. Because we had learned 
the basic movements I was very keen to see if I could manage to save myself in what I felt was a stressful situation that could potentially occur in real life but with the 
guidance of the instructor I knew I had help if things went belly up! Thankfully it went really well and dare I say it but it was rather fun. 
 
Whilst completing transceiver searches I learned the importance of dropping down to the snow at 4 meters and then creating a grid by moving a step to the left to see if 
the number dropped or increased if it increased you drew a line and then stepped to the right until you had determined a 1 meter search square that you could then use a 
snow probe in. I definitely want to practice this more as I know time is vital when you're searching for someone. 
 
One of the best things about the day other than the snow was getting to meet another client who had a career as a naturopath and then decided she would become a 
tramping and snow shoe guide. She was incredibly inspiring and reminded me that it is never too late to chase the dream of working outdoors no matter your age. 
 
If you are interested in attending a NZOIA course or gaining outdoor qualifications through them make sure to check out their website https://www.nzoia.org.nz/ and 
Facebook page https://m.facebook.com/NZOIAInstructors 
 
 
 
 
Climbing Skills Training Series 
 
By Eve O’Brien 
 
This winter, we organised a successful climbing skills training series in conjunction with Dunedin Adventures Ltd. The aim was to give people an opportunity to access affordable 
professional instruction to improve their technical climbing skills over the winter season when training courses outside are not practical.  
 
Located indoors at the Logan Park High School climbing gym, the nights ran from 6 - 9pm over four week nights in July and August.The training series was divided into two main 
topics based on interest indicated by the climbing community including anchors/general basic climbing skills and rock climbing rescue skills. We planned two nights for each main 
topic area and encouraged climbers who wanted to build their skills in a topic area to attend at least two sessions in order to solidify a clear understanding of the main techniques. In 
reality, each night had a range of climbing ability and experience levels so there were always several different focus groups learning different skills at their own pace. For example, 
one group learned to lead climb while another group focused on rock rescue skills. Most participants attended two nights and it was great to see their efficiency, confidence and 
skills grow over the series.  
Overall, 16 people participated in the training series with at least 6 people turning up to each night. It was a fantastic way for participants to hone their skills before the start of spring 
climbing whether it be learning to lead climb, refreshing basic safety systems or practising rescue skills to be prepared for the unexpected. We plan to run this course again next 
winter so if you are interested send us a message to pre-register. Shout out of thanks to the Dunedin Adventures team for providing the awesome instruction!! 
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Some feedback from climbers who attended the training series:  
 
“The main thing I learned/gained from these training sessions was...anchor building and some other essential skills.” (Beginning lead climber) 
 
“I would recommend the training sessions to other climbers because...Receiving professional instruction exposes you to best current practice, whether it be how to tie in, climbing 

efficiency, anchors, cleaning the belay through to more advanced techniques like rescue scenarios. Traditionally these skills are learnt on an ad hoc basis over time with more 

experienced climbers. Engaging a guide/instructor allows a more systematic progression, making sure the basics are covered and understood and then building on those learnt 

skills.” (Hugh Sheehan) 

“The main thing I learned/gained from these training sessions was...Take lots of prusik cord and long slings. It was helpful because...clarified some best/better practices and learnt 

some new skills.” (Experienced climber) 

 

 

 

Course attendees at the gym at Logan Park High School.  
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Trip Leading 

The club is always looking for more  trip leaders! There are resources available online for trip leaders - log in to the NZAC website and find 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/  - it looks daunting but will ensure you have a good handle on what is needed. 
Committee member Eve O’Brien has a bunch of guidebooks that might inspire rock climbing trips or tramping/mountaineering trips. If you are 
at all interested in leading trips, get in touch with a committee member. 

 
Guide Books Available 
 
The Section has an up-to-date set of guidebooks available to members. Priority goes to trip leaders, however these are available to all members. Contact us to arrange 
use. 
Aoraki Tai Poutini, Rob Frost, 4th ed., 2018 
Backcountry Ski-Touring in New Zealand, Shane Orchard, 1st ed., 2018 
Barron Saddle – Mount Brewster, Ross Cullen, 2nd ed., 2002 
Mount Aspiring Region, Allan Uren and Mark Watson, 4th ed., 2016 
The Otago Southern Alps, Danilo Hegg & Geoff Spearpoint, 8th ed., 2013 
Queenstown Rock Ice & Boulders ,Guillaume Charton, 3rd ed., 2018 
Rock Deluxe, Ivan Vostinar and Kate Sinclair, 2nd ed., 2015 
Wanaka Rock, 7th ed., 2014 
 

Gear for Hire  
PLBs (Personal Locator Beacons) 
The Otago Section has two PLBs (Personal Locator Beacons) for use by Section members. Rental is free for NZAC members and $5 per day for non-members.  

Fill out the online booking form, then contact Keith Moffat or Ryan Thomas to arrange to collect a unit (contact info in Section Contacts).  

 
Avalanche Equipment and Snowshoes 
Available for rent from Hunting and Fishing, Dunedin (141 Crawford Street).  

Rental for members is $5 per day for an avalanche set (transceiver, probe and shovel), and $5 per day for snowshoes. You MUST show your current membership card 
to receive that rate. Fees for non members are $10 per day with a $20 deposit. Members are welcome to collect gear on Friday and return Monday and two day’s rental 
will apply.  

If you have any issues with the gear or rentals, please contact the Section. Hunting and Fishing are doing us a huge favour running the rentals: please don’t hassle the 
staff! 
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2020-21 Otago Section Committee 

Outgoing Chair  Ryan Thomas ryan.j.thomas1@gmail.com, 027 311 5723 

Incoming chair Riley Smith rileychallis@gmail.com, 027 222 8731 

Treasurer, Equipment Keith Moffat moffat.k172@gmail.com , 027 664 4037 

Secretary, Rock climbing Eve O’Brien eve.j.obrien@gmail.com, 027 642 3211 

Trips, Banff Film Festival Danilo Hegg danilo_hegg@hotmail.com, 027 339 2688 

Instruction Heather Rhodes heathermayrhodes@gmail.com, 027 258 6534 

Committee members Alex Weller alexhweller@gmail.com, 027 604 1711 

 Jono Squire jonosquire@icloud.com , 021 0326 218 

 Alastair Campbell alastair.campbell@obhs.school.nz , 021 149 6636 

 Juliet Meldrum jmeldrum@doctors.org.uk 

 
Mhairi-Bronte 
Duncan mhairibronteduncan@gmail.com, 022 081 5379 
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Kiwi businesses such as these are going to need all the help they can get in the next year or so! 
For some of these discounts you’ll need your NZAC Card, for others you’ll need your FMC Card. 
Check the NZAC Website for a full discount list and details. 
 
 

Gear/Clothing 
Note that most of these discounts are off the regularly priced gear only, and that a lot of gear will have a better discount when it goes on regular sale. Just 
saying retailers. 

 

Aspiring Safety  10% off 

In-store and online, wide variety of climbing gear and snow/ice tools 

 

Bivouac 10% off 

This one seems variable – ask at the till and you may get more 

 

Cactus Outdoor 10% off 

In-store and online, a range of clothing/gear, made in New Zealand 

 

Climbing 
Equipment NZ 

25% off 

Rock climbing and mountaineering gear, free freight orders over $20 

 

Earth Sea Sky 15% off 

Free freight in NZ 

 

Further Faster 15% off  

Online or in-store (ChCh) 

 

Gearshop 10% off  
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Phone orders, online outdoor gear retailer 

 

GoNative 10% off 

Wellington based with ready to eat food (not freeze dried) and energy fruit bars 

 

Good Rotating – 
Bicycle Shop 

Up to 10% 

Bicycles, packrafting, accessories in Wanaka. Sale and rent. 

 

Kai Carrier 25% off 

Entire pouch range. Reusable pouches and packaging to make your backcountry trips waste free 

 

Koaro Packrafts $50 off 

Discount off any new packraft, Christchurch Company 

Macpac 30%/15% off  

30% off Macpac branded gear, 15% off everything else 

Monster Merinos 10% off 

Kids merino clothing built to last 

 

North Face 15% off 

In-store (Qtown and ChCh) 

 

Outfitters 10% off 

Extensive range of global outdoor adventure brands 

 

Small Planet 10% off 

Gear, clothing and equipment in Queenstown 
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Other Services 

 
Peak Safety 15% off 

Courses and medical supplies 

 

Twin Needle 
Repairs 

10% off 

Gear repairs including packs, tents, sleeping bags, tents, rainwear clothing 

Travel/Experiences 

 

Snow Farm 20% off 

Cross country skiing, snowshoeing, bookable huts and more. Two for one prices on hut bookings! 

 

DOC Annual 
Backcountry Hut 
Pass  

30% off 

Show your hut pass and NZAC Card and get 10% off Great Walk fees 

 

Real Journeys 10% off 

Cruises in Milford or Doubtful Sounds, TSS Earnslaw 

 

Stewart Island 
Experience 

10% off 

Ferry services (we tested this: includes ferry to/from Oban) 

 

Whale Watch 
Kaikoura 

50% off 

Whale watching tours between 1st May and 31st October. Makes it reasonably affordable! 
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