
In this newsletter:
Club events, trips & trip reports 
- November talk, Thurs 5 Oct 
- December talk, Thurs 10 Dec 
- Mount Valiant trip
- Banks Peninsula rock meet dates

Notices
- Bealey Spur trapline 
- Club vacancy 
 
Facebook page 
Remember to ‘Like’ our Facebook 
page to be kept up to date on Monthly 
meetings/Talks, Events, Trips, Courses 
and lots more.  
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-Cante
rburyWestland-176920578985933/ 

IN BRIEF

    Section talk Thursday 5 November

A month long ski mountaineering expedition to the Rasht Valley in Tajikistan with, Ryan Taylor, 
Elliot Smith, Peter Bisking and Will Saunders. The boys were on a mission to get first descents 
of dream lines, and provides a blueprint for central Asian skiing.

    Upcoming December section talk by Elliot Smith
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PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS:                The November section talk will be held at the Oxford Baptist Church hall  
                                                                                                         288 Oxford Terrace, due to the Cashmere Club being unavailable.

https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/


SECTION LIBRARY

Section Library: Did you know that 
the Section has its own library and that 
unlike the National Office library you can 
actually borrow the books in the Section 
library?

Every section meeting I will bring a 
good selection of the hundreds of book  
in the library along with the DVDs.

The contents of the C/W Section library 
can be found on line here: 
httpbit.ly/CWLibrary 
(There is a list of DVDs on the 
second tab of the spreadsheet). If you 
would like to borrow a book or DVD 
then please email me and we’ll sort 
something out.

Library policies: You must have 
a current NZAC membership card to 
borrow

• Books are generally to be returned   
 within 2 months, but new purchases   
 will be expected to be returned   
 within 1 month

• DVDs are expected to be returned   
 within 2 weeks
 

Returns:  Books/DVDs can be 
returned in one of 4 ways.

• Return at the next Section meeting

• Drop them off at National Office and   
 tell whomever you speak to that   
 they are for C/W library

• Drop them off at Boffa Miskell   
 office on the 1st floor in Lane Neave   
 building at 141 Cambridge Tce,   
 marked for “Yvonne”

• Email text/phone me to arrange   
 handover some other way 
 
Email: John Roper Lindsay 
john@roperlindsay.com  
or call/text 021 395 513

NZAC C/W TRIP:

Climb Mt Valiant from the East Hawdon 
Biv, Arthur’s Pass National Park

7 - 8 November

This is a picturesque, seldom visited, 
1900m peak situated at the head of 
the East Hawdon River on the eastern 
boundary of APNP. It also has a really 
cool name!

THE PLAN: Drive to Hawdon shelter 
on Saturday morning and walk into the 
East Hawdon Bivvy. Camp overnight. 
Sunday: Ascend Mt Valiant, return to 
camp for lunch, then walk back out to 
the shelter in the afternoon.

GETTING THERE: Carpool from 
Christchurch, there will be a pre trip 
evening Tuesday 3rd November 
to confirm details on transport and 
camping / cooking arrangements.

WHAT TO EXPECT: River bed and 
rough bush track approach (consider 
wearing approach shoes if you want to 
keep your climbing boots dry). Steep 
scrub, scree, snow & rocky ridge travel 
on day 2. You must have experience 
using crampons and ice axe (minimum 
requirement NZAC Basic Snowcraft 
course), and be reasonably fit. Day 2 
could be 10 hours or more travelling 
time. The climb is graded II, 2 but very 
much depends on snow conditions.

GEAR: Bring usual tramping clothing, 
plus gear for an overnight camp, ice 
axe / crampons & helmet.

COST: Fuel Koha for driver(s) 
 
TRIP OPEN TO 16 PARTICIPANTS

Any queries contact  
Sam White 021 831 911 
cw.winterinstruction@gmail.com

Google form now available to 
complete!  CLICK HERE

    Canterbury/Westland section trip

httpbit.ly/CWLibrary
mailto:john%40roperlindsay.com?subject=
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1AZKl5teIJjDxTD6uZhkxiSy6I08TNQ_XDLMxBFi5Fmg/edit?ts=5f87c186&gxids=7757&fbclid=IwAR0T56neKMOthDakIfgBKbevs6UiRGOrWA_6uSzuRskSh5IxMF0RLczwXGQ


    Start planning for 2021! Banks Peninsula Rock Meet - 19, 20 & 21  February. Pigeon Bay 

    More details to come soon! 

    Opportunity to help maintain a trapline on Bealey Spur

BEALEY SPUR. PHOTO TAKEN BY LAURA WOLKEN

BEALEY SPUR TRAPLINE 
Do you love the outdoors and want to help 
our native birds survive the infestation of rats 
and stoats? Then you might be interested in 
helping maintain a brand new trap line put 
on the Bealey Spur track. It's a cruisy track 
(suitable for trail running, though we advise not 
doing it with the trap eggs) up the Bealey Spur 
to the historic musterer's hut built in 1935.  
 
You would be required to go at least once a 
year to check the traps, remove any pests, 
and reset them. This is easily achieved in a 
day trip or you can make an adventure and 
explore the surrounding hills. There are great 
views over Arthur’s Pass and Klondyke Corner 
from the track.

If you are wanting to be an influence over the 
pests in Arthur’s Pass then please get in touch 
with Laura at   l.wolken@windowslive.com

mailto:l.wolken%40windowslive.com?subject=


WEEKLY ACTIVITY OPTIONS

Lead a Trip: If you would like to lead a trip for the club, 
alpine, rock climbing, cycling or otherwise, please contact 
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

Midweek mountaineering: The midweek group are 
mainly fairly mature mountaineers who still manage to plod 
up a few peaks, usually on Wednesdays, weather permitting. 
Most of the trips are nottechnical climbing but scrambling 
at a fairly relaxed pace. If you are interested in joining us, 
please contact Pat Prendergast on 337 0079 or email pat@
slingshot.co.nz

Mid Week Rock Climbing: A new and exciting format 
from September (day light savings start) onwards. Instead 
of one set evening each week, we are hoping to be able to 
offer people a choice of two nights each week, which will vary 
depending on who is looking after the group. We believe this 
will give people of all abilities more opportunities to get out 
climbing. A few things to note when rock climbing with the mid 
week group;

• Helmets are compulsory when climbing and belaying  
 (if you don’t have a helmet, please source one or talk to  
 the climbing co ordinator and they will try and have one  
 available)

• For those new to climbing and belaying, we can assist in  
 this so please ask if you are not sure

• Two top rope kits (each with a rope, biners and slings) are  
 available each week for the person in charge to use rather  
 than their own equipment and for those climbers who don’t  
 want to lead but top rope instead. 

Climbing will usually run from approximately 4.30 pm 
onwards, outdoors during daylight savings hours, or indoors 
in winter, or if the weather is no good. We also welcome 
and would appreciate people assisting from time to time on 
a roster basis rather than relying on the same people every 
week having to look after the climbing group so please 
contact Clayton if you are able to help out (it’s not too difficult!)

If you would like to attend and are on the google climbing 
group already, we will email out at the start of the week with 
which nights we are running climbing and who is in charge 
and their contact details. If you would like to be on the group 
list, please email Clayton on:  
nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com  
or text on 027 4461562   
 
All welcome, including non members.

The NZAC Canterbury/Westland section  
is looking for volunteer trip leaders

A club trip is a great way to spend time with like minded 
people, share some adventures and give back to the outdoor 
community. Most trips involve moderate to intermediate 
mountaineering but they can include anything from tramping, 
rock climbing to mountaineering objectives. The trip leader 
is not a professional guide or instructor, as a trip leader you 
organise and lead the group only.

What is involved?

• Pick an objective and date

• Use this trip leader worksheet to plan your trip  
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/

• Get in contact with the trip coordinator (see details below).  
 Your trip needs to be signed off to make sure all points are  
 ticked off. The trip coordinator can also help you with any  
 questions you have regarding the planning  

The trip gets advertised in the newsletter and/or to the   
Cant/Westland facebook page 
 Email: Shannon at nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com

• You organise the participants and do pre–trip preparations
This list is a suggestion of day or overnight trips which could 
be both run during summer or winter. All these trips are 
achievable in a weekend. If you have another objective in 
mind just get in contact with the trip coordinator. Thanks for 
leading a trip for the club!

Volunteer trip coordinator email:  
robert.gallagher90@gmail.com or  richard.mcgill@me.com

Some Ideas!  Mt Aiken,  Binser,  Avalanche Peak,  Mt 
Cloudsey,  Torlesse,  Avalanche-Bealey Traverse,  Castle Hill 
Peak,  Longfellow,  Avalanche Peak-Crow Valley,  Mt Oates,  
Murchison,  Temple-Phipps Traverse,  Mt Somers,   
Mt Guinevere,  Mt Rolleston,  Mt Philistine

WE NEED YOU

mailto:cw.chairperson%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:pat%40slingshot.co.nz?subject=
mailto:pat%40slingshot.co.nz?subject=
mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/
mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:robert.gallagher90%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:richard.mcgill%40me.com?subject=


  

Keen to share your outdoor experience? Helen Sinclair, our 
section meeting co-ordinator is the person to contact. 
Helen organises speakers to share their outdoor experiences with the rest of 
our community.
If you have any outdoor adventures to share or know someone who has a 
story to tell, then please contact Helen either by phone or email. 
 
P: 027 435 3674  E: helen@helensinclair.com

KEEN TO SHARE YOUR OUTDOOR EXPERIENCE?CLUB VACANCY!  
GEAR CUSTODIAN NEEDED

  WE NEED 
 YOU

The Canterbury Westland section of 
the NZAC requires a new Gear Hire & 
Custodian.This job entails running the 
gear hire for members & the storing 
of all equipment. Insurance for the 
stored gear is paid for by the Club. 
 
Contact Jim Petersen if you want 
to know more or be involved in this 
vacant club roll.  
cw.chairperson@gmail.com

PHOTO: ROB GALLAGHER. MOUNT SOMERS

TRIP GUIDELINES

Responsibilities of a Trip 
Organiser: 

• Trips should be fun for everyone.  
 Choose a mountain, peak, hill, 
 traverse, route, crag, or whatever 
 and get out there and meet some 
 keen club members!

• You cannot be responsible for 
 the safety of every member of 
 the group, but you should aim to 
 empower every group member 
 with enough knowledge to make 
 their own informed decisions about 
 the proposed trip both before, and 
 during the trip.

• Choose a realistic goal for the time 
 available and give prospective 
 group members an idea of the 
 amount of effort required.

• Set a group size limit based on your 
 experience, the goal, time available   
 and the groups individual fitness   
 and experience.

• Let the group know what skills & 
 equipment are needed when they 
 sign up.

• Provide the trip Participants with 
 a copy of the NZAC waiver form 
 and have them understand, sign 
 and return it to you in advance of 
 the trip.

• Organise travel arrangements 
 at the earliest opportunity and let 
 everyone know how much they 
 can expect to pay for transport 
 costs - petrol, wear & tear.

• Prepare detailed trip intentions 
 and leave them with at least one 
 responsible individual.

• If someone on the trip voices their 
 concern about a situation it is up 
 to you (with the help of the group) 
 to find a safe solution.

• Give priority to NZAC members

• Find someone on the trip to write 
 an interesting trip report for the 
 Section Newsletter and email it to: 
 nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com  

Responsibilities of a Trip 
Participant: 

• You are responsible for your own 
 safety. If you are uncomfortable 
 with any situation, let your trip  
 organiser know straight away.

• Be prepared to drive or contribute 
 to transport costs incurred 
 (petrol, wear & tear)

• Make sure you have a clear idea 
 of the trip’s goals and what will be 
 required of you. Obtain a relevant 
 map and know where you are 
 going, the terrain, what gear you 
 will need, and how to use it.

• If you discover that you cannot go 
 on the trip then let the Trip 
 organiser know as soon as possible 
 so that another person can take 
 your place.

• Read, understand and return the 
 signed copy of the NZAC waiver 
 form to the Trip Organiser.

An important part of the NZAC is volunteer organised trips. If you’re thinking of joining or organising a trip, 
here are some guidelines on what to expect. Check out the NZAC Trips page for resources to assist you 
with planning a section trip. https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/

mailto:nzac.cw.newsletter%40gmail.com?subject=
https://alpineclub.org.nz/resources/organising-trips/


BENEFITS FOR NZAC MEMBERS

Benefits for NZAC Members
NZAC Membership gives you access to many discounts with the following retailers. You maybe asked to present your active 
NZAC membership. To see full terms and conditions and other benefits of being a member, please visit... 
https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/ 
 
To visit any of the retailers below, click on their logo.

Y M C A  A d v e n t u r e  C e n t r e

https://alpineclub.org.nz/membership-benefits/
https://www.bivouac.co.nz/
http://www.mapworld.co.nz/
https://dwights.co.nz/
https://www.outdoorestore.co.nz/
https://www.ymcachch.org.nz/fitness-and-climbing/adventurecentre/
https://www.helicopter.co.nz/
https://splitn2.com/
https://www.aspiring.co.nz/
https://nzsafetyblackwoods.co.nz/en/
https://mtoutdoors.co.nz/
https://www.glacierhelicopters.co.nz/
https://www.pottonandburton.co.nz/
https://bouldering.co.nz/
http://www.aircharterkaramea.com/
https://packraftingqueenstown.com/
https://www.monstermerinos.co.nz/
https://www.cactusoutdoor.co.nz/
https://www.outdooraction.co.nz/
https://gonativeworld.com/
https://www.ramset.com/
https://crosscountryrentals.co.nz/
https://www.macpac.co.nz/
https://thenorthface.co.nz/
https://www.outfittersstore.nz/
https://snowfarmnz.com/


   

                                      CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEWSLETTER  ARE MORE THAN WELCOME 
                                      PLEASE SEND TO  NZAC.CW.NEWSLETTER@GMAIL.COM  
                                      BY THE 25TH OF EACH MONTH AT THE LATESTPlease Note

Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/NZAC-CanterburyWestland-176920578985933/

Section Library:  
http://bit.ly/CWLibrary

Chairperson:  
Jim Petersen 022 620 0619  cw.chairperson@gmail.com 
 
Secretary:  
Paulina Woch paulinawoch@yahoo.com 
 
Events:  
Adam Humphries 027 200 4760  adam.b.humphries@gmail.com 
 
Accommodation & Committee Rep: 
Philip Tree  philiptree7@gmail.com 
 
Instruction Coordinator & Rock Climbing Coordinator: 
Clayton Garbes 027 446 1562   nzacinstructionandgearhire@gmail.com

Winter Instruction Coordinator: 
Sam White cw.winterinstruction@gmail.com 
 
Winter Gear Custodian: JOB VACANCY 
Jim Petersen 022 620 0619 cw.chairperson@gmail.com 
 
Recreational Advocacy:  
Lindsay Main  Lindsay.main@caverock.net.nz 
 
Trip Coordinators:  
Richard McGill  richard.mcgill@me.com 
Robert Gallagher robert.gallagher90@gmail.com 
 
Newsletters & Online Coordinator: 
Shannon Cook 021 809 088 nzac.cw.newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer & Library: 
John Roper Lindsay 021 395 513  john@roperlindsay.com 
 
Arthur’s Pass Lodge: 
John Henson 027 471 4075  hensonj@xtra.co.nz 
 
Section Evenings:  
Helen Sinclair 027 435 3674  helen@helensinclair.com

Crag Maintenance: 
Grant Piper 021 711 300  grant.piper66@gmail.com

CANTERBURY/WESTLAND SECTION OF THE NEW ZEALAND ALPINE CLUB
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